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BISMILLAH-IR-RAHMAN-IR-RAHEEM

With the Glorious Name of Allah, the Ultimate Source of Instant
Beneficence and Eternal Mercy - Who encompasses the entire
Universe, nourishing and taking care of all things for what they are
meant to be, just as a mother's womb nourishes the embryo to
completion without any returns.

[[Rahm' in 'Rahman’' and 'Raheem’ includes all the meanings
rendered.]

ISLAM: THE TRUE HISTORY AND FALSE BELIEFS

By Shabbir Ahmed, M.D. Florida

The author is deepy indebted to Arif Shamim of Karachi and Farooq
Siddiqui of Texas for their intellectual contribution to this work in addition
to "Thus Speaks the Bible" and "Hindu Fundamentalism".

CAUTION: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the
historians, and not at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The
exalted Prophet, Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain,

all of whom inspire our reverence and respect.

INTRODUCTION:

Numerous books have been written in the name of History of Islam during
the last one thousand years. But to be accurate, they have b, .I.



been the Histories of Muslims. The difference between the two seems
nothing or insignificant, but it is of paramount importance. Like almost all
books on histories of nations, the Muslim Histories have revolved around
the rulers and their ways. The first ever such "History of Islam" was written
by "Imam" Tabari on hearsay alone about 280 years after the exalted
Prophet. Historians after him have been blindly following him and repeating
him with impunity.

"The True History of Early Islam” is probably the first ever work that will
attempt to trace the History of Islam. Based on research on numerous
well-known to nearly extinct works, it promises to bring to the reader the
spellbinding truths for the first time ever. We will attempt to track the
journey of Islam and try to see why, how, when, and by whom was the
Pristine Al-Islam as revealed to the exalted Prophet Muhammad,
converted into the Man-made, Counterfeit, Ritualistic, Alien or Ajami Islam
of today.

Various great minds have named this degenerate Islam variously. Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan of India (d.1898) called it Invented Islam in 1885. Syed
Jamaluddin Afghani (d.1897) dubbed it as The Fatalistic Religion. The
celebrated Egyptian scholar Mufti Muhammad Abde Rabbuhu (d.1905) gave
it the name Deen-il-Ghareeb (The Strange Religion) around 1900. Allama Sir
Muhammad Igbal (d.1938) termed it Ajami (Alien) Islam around 1918. Allama
Inayatullah Khan Al-Mashriqgi (d.1956) called it Maulvi Ka Ghalat Mazhab
(The Mullah's Wrong Religion) in the 1940s. Going by the modern trends, |
have chosen to call it The Number Two Islam in keeping with the name
given to the counterfeit medicines.

The respected reader should get prepared for a bumpy ride discovering
shocking truths in a very unusual format especially as the book
progresses. This book will be written with special attention to brevity and
clarity. Much of it will particularly focus on the widely accepted 'wrongs' in
random paragraphs.

| think the best way to achieve the objective of sorting out myth from
reality, and fiction from fact will be to build the book around the most
famous story of "Islamic History", i.e. the Story of Karbala. The reader will
probably agree with this approach in the end.

AH in this book will indicate Al-Hijrah, the Calendar that begins with the
Migration of Muhammad (S) from Makkah to Madinah on July 16, 622 CE.
CE will mean The Common Era. Sall-Allahu alayihi Wasallam will be
represented by (S), the special salutations for the exalted Messenger.
Sahaba means the companions of the Prophet (S). Sahabi is singular.
Hadith indicates a reported saying of the Prophet. Sunnah pertains to his
personal life-style. Hadith and Sunnah are almost invariably found mixed



together in the books without a clear dividing line. The token of respect for
any Prophet or Sahabi will be Hazrat (Plural, Hazraat, meaning
‘honorables’). 'Salutations upon him' will be denoted by a. s.
(‘Alayihissalam) and 'Allah is pleased with him or her, by r. a. (Radhi-
Allahu-'anh or 'anha).

STARTLING CONFESSIONS

Let us examine the personal confessions of some of the most ancient and
foremost "Imams" (‘Canonical' authorities) who narrated History, Hadith,
laid down Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence) and did Tafseer (explanation) of the
Quran.

IMAM RAZI'S HORRIBLE CONFESSION:

Most Muslims have heard of one of the most ancient and famous Tafseer-e-
Kabeer (The Great Exposition of the Quran) by Imam Fakhruddin Razi. This
tafseer is one of the tops being followed by our Mullahs till this day. After
writing his 300 volumes, the great and authoritative Imam confesses: "All
my intellectual and supposedly logical statements in the explanation of the
Quran turned out to be lame. All the explanations of the Quran done by the
so-called Imams (Tabari, Zamakhshari, Ibne Kathir, Bukhari, Muslim_etc)
are misquided and misleading. All of us were the tools of Satan. Our souls
were polluted by our physical desires. Our efforts of this world promise to
bring us nothing but torture and doom."

e (Hadith-Ul-Quran by Allama Inayatullah Khan Al-Mashriqi, 1954
edition p190)

IMAM TABARI'S STRANGE CONFESSION:

| am writing this book as | hear from the narrators. If anything sounds
absurd, | should not be blamed or held accountable. The responsibility of
all errors or blunders rests squarely on the shoulders of those who have
narrated these stories to me.

Tabari's Tareekhil Umam Wal Mulook (The History of Nations and Kings)
popularly called "Mother of All Histories" is the first ever "History of Islam”
written by 'Imam' Tabari (839-923 CE) at the junction of the third and fourth
century AH. He died in 310 AH, 3 centuries after the Prophet (S). What were
his sources? Not a scrap of paper! "He told me this who heard it from him
who heard it from so and so,” and so on. By compiling his 13 volume
History and his 30 volume Exposition of the Quran under royal patronage,
he became the Super Imam. The later historians until this day have
persisted in following the trails of the Super Imam.



IBN KATHIR'S CONFESSION:

Had Ibn Jareer Tabari not recorded the strange reports, | would never have
done so. (Tafseer Ibn Katheer, Khilaafat-e-Mu'awiya-o-Yazeed, Mahmood
Ahmed Abbasi)

IMAM AHMAD BIN HANBAL'S CHASTISEMENT:

Allama Shibli Nomani, on page 27 of his Seeratun Nabi has given a startling
guote of Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (d. 241 AH), "Three kinds of books are
absolutely unfounded, Maghazi, Malahem and Tafseer” (The exalted
Prophet's Battles, Dreams and Prophecies, and Expositions of the Quran).

IBN KHALDOON'S THRASHING:

The Muslim historians have made a mockery of history by filling it with
fabrications and senseless lies. (Mugaddama)

SHAH ABDUL AZIZ'S CRITIQUE:

Six pages of Ibn Khaldoon's History have been deliberately removed since
the earliest times. These pages had questioned the most critical juncture of
Islamic history i.e. the Emirate of Yazeed and the fiction of Karbala. [Even
the modern editions admit in the side-notes that those pages have been
mysteriously missing from the ancient original book. Khilaafat-e-Mu'awiya-
o-Yazeed, Mahmood Ahmed Abbasi]

SHAH WALIULLAH'S CHASTISEMENT:

Imam Jalaluddin _Sayvyuti's Tarikh-ul-Khulafa is the prime _example of how
our Historians, Muhaddithin and Mufassirin, each has played like Haatib-il-
Lail (The man who collects firewood at night not knowing which piece is
good and which one is bad).

IMAM RAGHIB'S PROTEST:

Tabari, Waqgidi, Mas'oodi, Sayyuti pasted any reports they got hands on.
Moreover, Abu Mukhnif, Lut bin Yahya and Muhammad bin Saaeb Kalbi (in
whose names the civil wars within Islam during the times of Hazraat Ali,
Mu'awiva and Yazeed are reported) never existed. Their names have been
concocted and narratives in_their nhames have all been invented by one
man, the Zoroastrian "Imam" Tabari bin Rustam.

"The True History of Early Islam" by Shabbir Ahmed has been compiled by
carefully sifting through scores of ancient books. The author's Criterion of
the Right and Wrong has been what it must be and that is the Authentic



Quran. Hence, | have accepted only those accounts of History and Hadith
that are in harmony with this Noble and Unassailable Criterion, the Book of
Allah. Thanks to my respected readers around the world, | have had the
advantage of having access to numerous hard to find or concealed books.

MY CONFESSION:

Like all other humble works of mine, this book is based on research by a
life-long, fallible student, Shabbir Ahmed. It has taken much time and labor
as the discerning readers and writers can tell. While the author assures the
readers of his intellectual honesty, he is always liable to make mistakes
and projects no claims whatsoever. The reader may not agree with any
part(s) of this book or even in its entirety. The strength of this work may
indeed dwell in the fact that it leaves plenty of room for the reader's own
rationale and judgment to accept or dismiss any statements made by this
author or the ancient "authorities". Criticism from any quarters will always
be welcome and appreciated and any errors will be corrected in the second
edition with sincere gratitude.

SOME REVOULUTONARY VOICES

Imam Nafees Sheristani of Arabia (395-461) — crucified.

Imam Ash-Shaikh Muhammad Tahir Al-Makki (417-460) — burned alive.
Imam Ahmad Amin Tahir Al-Masri (1883-1953) - tortured to death in prison.
Imam Moinuddin Al-Ash'Ari of Iraq (313-363) - crucified.

Imam Sharig Alawi Mu'tazali of Palestine (407-457) - hanged.

Imam Raghib Al-Isphahani of Persia (1327-1409) - beheaded.

Imam Abdullah Zanjani of Arabia (459-610) — crucified.

Jamaluddin Afghani of Iran/Afhanistan (1830 to 1899)

Mufti Muhammad Abduh of Egypt (1849 to 1906)

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan (1817 to 1898)

Allama Igbal (1877 to 1938)

Allama Muhammad Asad of Austria/Gibraltar (1907-1997)

Dr. Maurice Buccaille (Abus Salam) of France (1911-1989)

Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi of indo-Pak (1888-1964)

Imam Mufti Vehbi Ismael of Albania (1917-2002)

Mujtahid Imam Al-Husseini of Iran (1919-living)

Allama Ubaidullah Sindhi of India (1865-1935)

Allama Tamanna Imadi of Indo-Pak (1895-1961)

Allama Habib-ur-Rahman Kandhalwi of Indo-Pak (1887-1957)

Allama Aslam Jairajpuri of Indo-Pak (1890-1959)

Fazil Uloom Dinyah Masooduddin Usmani of Indo-Pak (19013-1985)

Fazil Diniyaat Ghulam Jeelani Barqg of Indo-Pak (1901-1983)

Allama G.A. Parwaiz of Indo-Pak (1903-1985)

Allama Rasheed Ridha of Iran (1887-1941)

[Note: The dates given are likely to be inaccurate in some cases]



CHAPTER 01

THE EXALTED PROPHET MUHAMMAD

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

570 CE Muhammad, the exalted, born in Makkah. His father, Abdullah dies
before the Prophet is born.

576 Mother Amena dies. Grandfather Abdul Muttalib becomes the
guardian.

578 Grandfather dies. Abu Talib, a paternal uncle, assumes
guardianship.

582 First trading journey to Syria with Abu Talib.

595 Marriage to Khadijah r.a.

605 Muhammad (S) helps rebuild Ka'bah after a flood.

610 Angel Gabriel visits Muhammad (S) - The First Revelation

613 The Message of Islam begins reaching the community. Persecution
of Muslims begins.

615 The Prophet orders some Muslims to migrate to Ethiopia-Abyssinia.

617 Persecution increases. The Prophet (S) and his followers are
boycotted by Makkans. Many people of the far away town (270 miles
North) Madinah embrace Islam and invite the Prophet and his
followers to live among them.

619 Khadijah and Abu Talib die.

622 The Prophet migrates to Madinah. Islamic State established. New
Constitution declared.

623 The Prophet (S) marries Ayeshar.a.

624 The Battle of Badr - The Turning Point

626 The Battle of Uhud

627 The Battle of the Trench or Clans (Khandaq or Ahzab)

628 The Treaty of Hudaibiyah

628 Invitation to Emperors

630 Conguest of Makkah

632 Last pilgrimage to Makkah and the Farewell Address

632 The greatest man departs

YEAR OF THE ELEPHANT 570 CE:

Muhammad (S), the greatest man ever to set foot on earth, was born in
Makkah in the year 570 CE commonly referred to as 'Aam-il-Fil (Year of the
Elephant). He belonged to Quresh that were the most honored tribe of
Arabia for being the custodians of Ka'bah, the holiest shrine in the land.



Note: Scholars have agreed that even after the most diligent research, it is
almost impossible to determine the exact days and dates of events during
Muhammad's (S) lifetime.

Muhammad (S), like all Arabs, belonged to the progeny of Ismail a.s.
Ibrahim a.s. on Allah's Command, had settled his elder son, teenager Ismail
a.s. (Ishmael) to reside permanently in Makkah along with his mother
Haajirah. Contrary to the Biblical statement, Hagar was not a bondwoman.
She was the daughter of the Egyptian king. Abraham kept traveling
between his second wife Haajirah (Hagar) in Makkah and first wife Sarah in
Can'aan (Syria-Palestine). Ismail married a woman from the Qahtani Tribe
of Jurham and became the ancestor of Musta Ribah (Arabianized Tribes or
the Arabs.)

So the Arabs are, interestingly, descendants of a Hebrew father, Ishmael
and a Qahtani Jurham mother, Wasiga. They had twelve sons in their long
and happy married life. The Qahtanis are still abundantly found in the
Arabian Peninsula. They were a wandering tribe in Southern Arabia who
had settled around Makkah before Ismail a. s.

The “Wilderness of Beer-Sheba” of Genesis 21:14, embraces Southern
Palestine and Hijaz (roughly, the land between and around Makkah and
Madinah). Therefore, the Bible and the Quran are in agreement concerning
where Hazrat Ismail and his mother Haajirah had settled after moving from
Can'aan.

This history also explains why the Quran repeatedly asserts that the Arabs

had not received any Scripture before the Quran. Obviously, the Arabs
became a community long after their ancestor, Ishmael had passed on.

THE KINGDOM OF SHEBA:

In Yemen had collapsed in 115 B.C. They were overtaken by the Himairis
who ruled until 300 CE when other tribes overtook the control of Yemen.
They were in turn defeated by the Christian Kingdom of Ethipoia-Abyssinia
when they invaded Yemen in 525 CE. The kingdom appointed Abrahah as
the Viceroy of Yemen.

ABRAHAH PLANS TO DEMOLISH KA'BAH:

The Roman and the Abyssinian Christians longed for converting the
idolaters of Arabia to Christianity. They also sought control of the trade
routes between Arabia, Syria, Persia and the Western Roman Empire. They
saw Ka'’bah in Makkah as a hindrance to their imperialistic and religious



designs. Abrahah, the Viceroy of Yemen, made a smart move. Between 550
and 555 CE he built a gorgeous cathedral Ekklesia in San’aa, Yemen and
invited his people and neighboring nations to come for pilgrimage there
instead of going to Makkah. But Ekklesia remained unpopular and Abrahah
decided to invade Makkah to demolish the Ka’bah and its surroundings.

Anticipating the presence of hostile tribes en route, he came up with a
60,000 strong army aided by thousands of horses, camels and thirteen
elephants.

| agree with the research of Hamiduddin Farahi, 'Maulana’ Amin Ahsan
Islahi and Allama G.A. Parwez on what eventually happened. As Abrahah’s
army approached Makkah, the Makkans who had been alerted by some
travelers beforehand, saw flocks of birds that normally fly over caravans in
search for food. The Makkans mounted the hills around and threw stones
on the troops. The elephants, and in turn, other rides panicked and
trampled the soldiers. This incident took place in 570 CE, the year when the
exalted Messenger was born. The event carried such significance that the
Arabs marked “Year of the Elephant” (‘Aam-il-Fil) as a point of reference in
history.
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CHAPTER 02

THE ARABIAN PENINSULA
WHAT MUHAMMAD (S) SAW IN HIS FORMATIVE YEARS

As a little bright youngster, he observed with dismay many wrongs in the
society. All of Arabia was divided into warring tribes and there was no rule
of law. In the absence of organized government and courts of law, total
chaos in political, social, economic and moral arenas was the obvious
consequence.

SOCIAL INEQUITY:

A few elite were extremely wealthy while the vast majority lived in abject
poverty and humiliation. These rich people were ruthless in their behavior
to the poor. Slavery was rampant therefore, those in power owned slaves
and concubines. The laboring slaves were beaten with whips for little or no
reason. No one cared for their welfare or emancipation.

STATUS OF WOMEN:

Women were primarily the objects of pleasure and subservience and they
were exempted from all human rights. The concubines served their masters
and were sexually molested frequently. The free women were expected to
obey men, be objects of sensual pleasure for them and pour wine in their
company, labor within and outside the home and bear children. Some
Arabs respected women especially those who had born children, and
possessed knitting, weaving and cooking skills. Some women were hired
or forced to sing and dance in public and in social gatherings. The birth of
a girl was considered a matter of disgrace so much so that some Arabs
buried their daughters alive. Men and women both were immodest.
Disrobing in public was considered fashionable and they circled around
the Ka'bah naked. As an exception, the wives of tribal leaders enjoyed a
high status in the society and their jewelry, garment design, hairstyle, and
mode of conduct became a fashion only to be dreamed by the poor
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majority. These "noble wives"” wielded significant influence on their
husbands, families and their own tribe. A tribe would be proud of a
beautiful, smart, fashionable and artistic woman and she was seen as a
prized potential booty by the adversary tribes.

ALCOHOL AND GAMBLING:

Alcohol was rampant and quality drinks were considered as a status
symbol. People got drunk, lost self-control and misbehaved; as a result,
bloody feuds were a daily occurrence. Gambling was a part of everyday
life. One who avoided alcohol and gambling was labeled a berm, meaning
outcast. No person would befriend a berm. Men would put their wives as
stakes in gambling and betting. If a person lost in gambling or could not
pay his debt, he became a slave often along with the women of his family.

THAAR (CHAIN REVENGE):

Tribes fought endless wars in chain revenge on menial issues such as a
goat or camel having grazed at someone else's field. Aggression was
considered to grant dignity and superiority to a tribe and its leader. Looting
and raiding other tribes was considered honorable. There was total
disregard for other people's life, honor and property. Seeking revenge was
a sacred duty and people took revenge even for their remote ancestors.

SUPERSTITIONS:

A vast majority of the Arabs were pagans. The society as a whole was
ridden with superstition. They believed in good and bad omens, wild
interpretation of dreams, magic, clairvoyance, evil spirits, demons and
witches, evil eye, arrows of good and bad luck, lucky and ominous stars,
stones, days and numbers. Each family and tribe had their own special
"gods". The fear of unseen creatures was common. Poets, fortune-tellers,
soothsayers, diviners, and religious leaders easily exploited them.

MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD:

Raising herds of livestock, camels, goats, sheep, cows, owning date palm
trees and orchards, vineyards, parts of oasis, and looting were the
common ways of making a living. Barter and trade were popular but
honesty was unknown. Usury was rampant making the rich richer and the
poor poorer. Big businessmen sent trade caravans to distant lands. The
trade caravans were frequently looted. The proud rich wasted a lot of
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resources. They would kill their camels in competition. If one killed some
camels the other would slay twice as many just to impress others.

DIVERSITY OF RELIGIONS:

Although most inhabitants were pagans, it was a diverse, albeit peaceful,
society. Jews and Christians in the Arabian Peninsula numbered quite a
few thousands. There were among them Sabians (Nature worshipers),
those who believed only in Yahya a. s. (John the Baptist), Agnostics, and
followers of Deen-e-Hanif (Strict Monotheists that followed the remnants of
Hazraat Ibrahim and Ismail's teachings).

This society was devoid of a government and any rules or standards of
conduct. Immorality and corruption was an accepted part of life. "Might is
Right", was the order of the day to solve all disputes. These were the
circumstances when the exalted Prophet would herald the greatest Mission
ever.
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CHAPTER 03

EARLY LIFE

Muhammad, the ldeal Prophet, was born in Makkah on 20th April 570 CE.
Makkah is a town in today's western Saudi Arabia. Bani Hashim, a branch
of the Quresh tribe, were a noble and honored people among whom he was
born. His grandfather, Abdul Muttalib, was the chief of his tribe and the
chief of Makkah as well. Abdul Muttalib was in charge of the Ka'bah which
is the symbolic First House of Monotheism. It was built by Prophet Ibrahim
and his son Ismail, about 2000 BC.

THE PARENTS, THE GRAND OLD MAN OF MAKKAH AND THE LITTLE
ORPHAN:

The chief, Abdul Muttalib had 10 sons. Abdullah was the youngest. The
family arranged his marriage to a beautiful, gentle, and intelligent young
lady. Her name was Amena bint Wahab. Abdullah means the servant of
Allah and Amena means someone who is at peace and provides peace.
Both were about 20 years old at the time of their marriage. Soon after,
Abdullah went to a business trip to Syria. While returning home, he became
ill and died in Madinah at the home of his maternal grandparents. Amena
was devastated, but she had excellent support from her illustrious
husband's family.

Muhammad was born after his father's untimely death. His mother and
family members took very good care of him. But another misfortune struck
when he was only 6 years old. His loving mother died of a brief febrile
illness, possibly sun-stroke. She was in the middle of Madinah and Makkah
returning with Abdul Muttalib after visiting her deceased husband's grave
in Madinah. Prophet Muhammad was at a great disadvantage from the
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beginning. Fortunately, his grandfather, Abdul Muttalib, was a very kind
and caring personality.

NO EDUCATION:

In Makkah, there were no schools in those days. The young boy had no
siblings and few like-minded youngsters. We may wonder how such a
smart child spent his time! The summers were too hot with outdoors
temperature in the desert rising as high as 116, and it got feezing cold in
winters. Mud and wood houses and big shady trees afforded the only
respite from harsh weather. There was no library, no mode of learning or
teaching. Only 23 people in Makkah knew how to read or write.

NO VEHICLES, NO LAMPS:

Older nations had wheel-carts three to four thousand years before the
Prophet's time. The people of Egypt and the Indus Valley (now in Pakistan)
used wheelbarrows, bullock carts, chariots and horse carriages. In Arabia,
however, no one had a vehicle. People used donkeys, ponies, horses,
mules and camels for traveling. Of course, there were no media. Poetry,
stories, and gossip were the sole means of communication. It is hard to
conceive, but people of Arabia did not use any sort of lamps at night.

THE LITTLE BRIGHT MUHAMMAD IN THE DARK ENVIRONMENT:

It was in this environment that the Prophet (S) was learning about life. The
smart, peaceful child created his own resources and never wasted his time.
Some may wonder why the little boy Muhammad is called Prophet. The
reason is that all prophets were born as such although commissioned to
the Divine Office later. The Quran states that they were chosen individuals,
hence, none can become a prophet by striving to do so. Muhammad (S)
was commissioned to prophethood and received the first Message from
Allah in his 40th year but he was a prophet by birth.

The young, bright, orphan boy was raised in Makkah and in the desert
around the town. Very early in his life, he learned to ride the bareback
ponies, mules, horses and camels. There were no swimming pools in those
days but rainwater did collect in natural ponds. So the little boy learned
how to swim. He also kept busy by taking the sheep and goats of his family
and neighbors out for grazing. He also liked to play with his bow and arrow
in the safety of the desert. Running after the arrows, herding animals,
riding and swimming, all kept him very fit. Herding livestock made him feel
very responsible. No one at that time had the faintest idea that this brilliant,
lovely child would one day become the greatest leader of mankind.
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As he grew, the clear days and nights of the desert offered a vast view of
Nature. Allah teaches us through the Quran but we also learn from His
other Book, the Universe around us. Muhammad closely observed the
wonders of Nature around him. He understood that there is great discipline
in the Universe. The sun rose in the East and set in the West everyday. The
moon and the stars appeared at night. Seasons changed in regular
sequence. Seeds grew into plants. He knew in his heart that there could be
only One Creator and Sustainer to keep such remarkable order and
discipline in the Universe. He was surrounded by adults and children who
worshipped the sun, the moon, the stars, rocks, idols and trees. There were
hundreds of idols in the Ka'bah. They thought that the angels were the
daughters of God. Jews and Christians in Arabia assigned children to God
such as Osiris and Jesus, respectively. Even as a child, Muhammad never
worshipped any of these false gods.

THE FANCY DRESS SHOW:

One day, when he was a teenager, youngsters promised to take him to a
nice place. In fact, it was an immodest fancy dress and dancing show on
stage. Muhammad did not waste any time. He turned back home alone and
never went to any shows again.

When others wasted their time in vain talk and senseless play, Muhammad
the exalted, was helping people. He helped the elderly, the sick and the
widows with their needs. He even milked their cows and goats and fed any
hungry animals. He always did his own chores and even repaired his own
shoes. Everyone in town loved him. They called him Ameen (Trustworthy)
and Sadiq (Truthful).

GRANDFATHER AND UNCLE:

The grand old man of Makkah, Abdul Muttalib died at the age of 82.
Muhammad (S) was about 8 years old at that time. A son of Abdul Muttalib,
Abu Talib raised Muhammad (S) from then on.

When the exalted Prophet was born, he was named Muhammad by his
celebrated grandfather. This was a very special name since no one ever
had this name before. People asked Abdul Muttalib, "Why a brand new
name?" He responded, "I want this child to be praiseworthy." Muhammad
means the praised one.

When Muhammad (S) was 12 years old his uncle Abu Talib, started taking
him with trade caravans to Syria. Makkah was an important business center
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in those days. Camel and horse caravans frequented between Yemen,
Makkah, Madinah and Syria.

EARLY QUALITIES:

Even when the Ideal Prophet was very young, he had exceptional qualities.
He respected elders and was very kind to children. He realized that time
made up life, so he never wasted it. Rather, he was learning new skills
everyday. Later on he would remark, "One whose two successive days go
in an identical state has lost worthy opportunities.” Unlike other
youngsters, he did not indulge in vain sport or talk. He would rather serve
the community day and night. There were no banks or safe deposits in
those days. People of Makkah deposited their valuables with the teenager
Muhammad because he was trustworthy. They knew him as a young man
of life upright. He shunned intoxicants, gambling, violence, and bad
company.

NOT A "BERM": But no one thought of him as a berm, because:

He had a decent sense of humor and enjoyed good poetry. He was an
extremely good listener and spoke softly, slowly, and clearly. He was a man
of word and people could depend on him. He used to draw great lessons
from history and shared them with others. Muhammad (S) took deep and
sincere interest in human, animal and plant life. He was extremely
environment conscious and did exemplary community service. No one ever
saw Muhammad (S) losing his temper. Overall, he had a matchless nobility
of character. The Prophet would later tell the people of Makkah, "I have
spent a lifetime in your midst. Don't you reflect?" It is amazing to note that
even his enemies could find no fault in him throughout his life.

THE PEACE DEAL:

When he was about 25 years old, Muhammad, the exalted, helped formulate
a very important document. He sat down with the influential leaders of the
town. Keeping in mind the insecurity of that society, they reached the
following conclusions:-

01. Travel must be made safe.

02. Tribal raids must be halted.

03. The poor must be helped.

04. The weak must be protected. Most tribes of Makkah agreed with the
idea.
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Their leaders signed this historical document, Halaf-il-Fudhool (The Vow of
Bounty, also named as such since three of those tribal leaders were named
Fadhl) and hung it on the door of Ka'bah.

BRITISH KNIGHTS FOLLOW SUIT IN THE 16TH CENTURY:

It is interesting to note that 1000 years later the United Kingdom adopted
this historical document. In the 16th century Britain, any person becoming
a knight had to pledge his allegiance to the above mentioned four rules.

AN IMPORTANT TRUCE:

During Muhammad's (S) youth, the Ka'bah was damaged by a flood. The
local chiefs helped repair it. Now, the 'sacred' black stone had to be placed
in its corner. Traditionally, this black stone is a meteorite. It had been used
as a mark for pilgrims to walk around the Ka'bah. Every tribe wanted the
honor of fixing it. Heated arguments took place and violence was about to
break out. Then one of the leaders suggested finding a judge to resolve the
matter. It was decided that whoever entered the Ka'bah first thing in the
morning would be the judge. The next morning, the first man to enter
happened to be none else but Muhammad (S). The leaders screamed with
joy, "Here is Ameen, here is Sadiq!" Muhammad (S) peacefully obviated a
sure bloody feud. He laid his shawl on the floor, placed the black stone in
the middle, and then he asked the chief of each tribe to hold the shawl at
and between each corner. They walked together to the assigned corner
thus. Muhammad (S) then lifted the black stone and placed it where it
belonged. A bloody and highly destructive battle had been avoided to the
joy of all.

MARRIAGE:

There was a noble widow, a highly successful businesswoman in Makkah.
Her name was Khadijah bint Khawailid. She used to send trade caravans to
Syria and her business was flourishing. She heard of a man in Makkah,
whose name was Muhammad. What a wonderful name -'The praised one!'
And the Makkans seldom called him by his first name. They referred to him
by his titles "As-Sadiq" and "Al-Ameen." Khadijah requested this
trustworthy and truthful man to lead her caravan. She sent her servant
Maiysarah, to accompany him. The long trip turned out to be very
successful and profitable. Maiysarah was incessantly showering laurels on
Muhammad (S). He told Khadijah r. a. how intelligent, patient, hard working,
and honest Muhammad (S) was. The prosperous, noble and honored lady
of Makkah was very impressed. She sent in a proposal for marriage
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through a lady friend. The young Prophet and his uncle Abu Talib gladly
accepted. Khadijah was 40 and Muhammad (S) 25 at the time of their
marriage.

CHAPTER 04

THE CALL TO PROPHETHOOD

Like other prophets, Muhammad, the exalted, was chosen by God. The time
was right. The place was perfect.

TIME:

Human beings had advanced in learning through the ages, and civilizations
had developed with time. The earlier prophets were given messages for
their times and their nations. Then, humanity grew up enough to receive
the Final Message - The Final Word of God, for all, for all times. The time
was so right that it could not have been more suitable. The Message to the
Last Prophet could now be preserved, every word of it. This Word would
remain modern for all times. Books and writings could be easily saved on
parchment and widely published in the 7th century.
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PLACE:

No place could be better than Makkah to receive the Last Word of God. The
city of Makkah was a center of trade caravans. It already had the widely
revered First Symbolic House of Monotheism. The Ka'bah had been built by
Prophet Ibrahim 2,500 years before. Being the loftiest and earliest Symbol
of True Monotheism, it is a constant reminder to people that all humankind
is One Community just as their Creator is One. The people of Makkah were
respected in Arabia because they took care of the Sacred House. Makkah in
the vast desert expanse was far removed from other civilizations. The
people of the town were rugged and shrewd since they had to survive in
very formidable natural and lawless environment. Very importantly, they
had never been ruled by foreign powers, and therefore, they had all the
gualities of a free nation. They were bold, strong and straightforward. They
always kept their word and would lay down their lives for it. If a tribe
violated the amnesty given to someone by the other, one shout could fetch
them to the battlefield. Dying in bed was a matter of shame for them while
giving life in battle was highly regarded.

Only a few people in Makkah knew how to read and write. So, they relied on
their memory for history and knowledge. Consequently, they had very
sharp memories. It appears that according to Divine Plan, they had been
grooming and perfecting their Arabic language making it fit to receive
Allah's Final Revelation. Poets, story-tellers, genealogists, and good
narrators enjoyed special distinction in the Arab society. Many of these
gualities made Makkah the best place in the world to receive the Final
Message.

We have briefly examined the good and the bad in Arabian society. Prophet
Muhammad (S) knew that his society needed a drastic change. He used to
do a lot of thinking about it never knowing until the Day of Revelation that
the Noble Task would be eventually assigned to him.

29:48 For, (O Prophet) you were never able to read a book or Scripture
before this (Quran), nor could you write anything with your own hand. Or
else, they who try to disprove the Truth might have some cause to doubt it.

Sometimes, he went out of the town to find solitude. Until this day, there
exists the Mountain of Light (Jabl-in-Noor), a few miles from Makkah. This
mountain has a little cave called Hira. It is about 12 feet long and 6 feet
wide. The Prophet (S) used to spend an occasional day there, contemplated
and prayed for guidance. He would then come back to town, and continue
business as usual. He helped his community more than ever. The Quran
keeps the legend in proper perspective by stating that Allah found him
searching for Guidance and He granted it.
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93:7 And He found you looking for guidance, and showed you the way.

WHEN MUHAMMAD (S) IS COMMISSIONED, 4/16/610:

It can be stated without exaggeration that April 16th, 610 CE was the most
significant day in all human history. He was still under 40 on that epoch
making day of 25th Ramadhan, April 16th, 610 CE. On this day, the unseen
Angel Gabriel came to the Prophet with the first Message from Allah. As
soon as he shared his experience with his noble wife, Khadijah, she
immediately accepted the Revelation. She said from her heart, "You are
loyal to your family, truthful and trustworthy. You always help the poor and
needy, take care of the widows and orphans, are hospitable to your guest
and comfort the grieved. Allah will never let you be unsuccessful.”

THE QURAN:

It is worth noting here that, contrary to popular reports, the Quran was
revealed to the exalted Prophet in the exact order as we see it today. The
entire Book was, so to speak, down-loaded on his heart but came to his
tongue and was conveyed to people in stages over a period of 22 plus
years. It was written down by honored scribes on well-scored parchment
complete with vowels and punctuation. All reports that a particular Surah
(Chapter) or verse was revealed as demanded by a certain situation
(Shaan-e-Nuzool) are totally false. All claims that the Book was arranged in
the currently available order by the Prophet (S) are unsupported by the
internal evidence. Similar is the situation with conspiracies that the Quran
was initially written on stones, waste leather, bones, tree-barks and leaves,
and that it was compiled by the third Caliph, Hazrat Uthman. The Quran
was indeed very much present, written on parchment and in book form
right in the lifetime of the exalted Prophet. The Quran states, "Zaalik-al-
Kitaab" (This is the Book), in the very beginning.

(From "The Quran As It Explains ltself" by Shabbir Ahmed, understanding,
not translation) 2:2 This Book is the Guidance you asked for! There is
absolutely no doubt concerning its authority and authenticity. This Divine
Writ, Al-Quran, is a Monograph that finds its own way from your mind to
your heart. And you will soon notice, as you proceed, that this Scripture
leaves no lingering doubts in a sincere, seeking heart. If you remember that
this is a Book of Guidance, and hence, consult with it as such, the glittering
reality will dawn upon you that this is a Beacon of Light! It is a Guide for all
those who wish to journey through life in true honor and security.
[Recorded on parchment by honorable scribes appointed by the Messenger
- The Almighty Himself guarantees the Truth of this Revelation, its
explanation and its preservation. And you will find it free of contradictions.
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‘Al-Quran’ = The Lecture or Monograph that finds its own way to sincere
hearts, becoming ‘Az-Zikr’ = The Reminder. 4:82, 10:37, 15:9, 29:48-49, 32:2,
52:2-3, 75:17-19, 80:13-16]

THE NOBLEST MISSION STATEMENT EVER:

At the outset of the call to prophethood, the exalted Muhammad announced
the highest and the noblest possible Mission Statement ever, "We will
establish a State wherein a beautiful young woman laden with jewelry will
be able to travel alone from Yemen to Busra (in Syria, about 2000 miles).
Yet, she wil have no fear but the fear of Allah.”

This meant that in the Muslim Empire, the life, honor and property of all
citizens would be safe. It promised peace and rule of law in the society
beginning with discipline in the hearts. The exalted Prophet achieved this
lofty mission in his lifetime! Sall-Allahu-'Alaiyhe-Wasallam

THE FIRST BELIEVERS:

Family and friends know us best. The first ones to accept the message
were his family and friends:-

01. Khadijah, his wife, instantly believed.

02. Abu Bakr, his closest friend accepted right away.

03. Ali Ibn Abi Talib, the Prophet's young first cousin, immediately said
yes.

04. Zaid bin Haritha, the Prophet's adopted son, showed no hesitation.

Others to soon follow suit were: Hazraat Uthman bin Affan, Zubair bin
Awam, Abdur Rahman bin Awf, Sa'd bin Abi Waqas, Talha bin Ubaidullah,
Abu Ubaida bin Jarrah, Abu Salma, Argam Mahzoomi, Ubaida bin Harith,
Sa'eed bin Zayd along with his wife Fatima bint Khattab.

THE OPPOSITION:

In Makkah there were men of great power and wealth. An average leader
had about 7 wives, 10 concubines and 15 slaves. On the average, there
were five slaves to one free man.

The Makkan leadership and people under their control vehemently opposed
the exalted Prophet. It is easily conceivable why they opposed him. Well,
he proclaimed strict Monotheism dismissing their pagan gods. But for the
highly intelligent leaders, there was another much bigger consequential
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reason as well that struck at their vested interests. He taught that just as
God is One, humans are one. Every human being is born honorable (Lagad
Karramna Bani Adam). Honor is a birthright of every person regardless of
any man-made distinctions, and thus all men and women are equal. The
only criterion of superiority would be one's conduct. Color, job, lineage,
ethnicity, national affiliations, wealth, power, family and tribe would impart
distinction to none. There is no master and no slave. The only True Master
is Allah, the One True God.

Among the enemy leaders, the most prominent were: Abu Lahab (the
Prophet's paternal uncle who was the chief priest of Ka'bah), Abu Lahab's
wife Umm Jamil, Abu Sufiyan, Umar bin Hasham (Abu Jahl), Umayya bin
Khalaf, Waleed bin Mugheera, Atbah bin Rabee’, Suhail bin Umro, Agaba
bin Mu'eet and Aas bin Waael. People like these tried their best to block the
Noble Mission. They threatened the Prophet, mocked him, and severely
persecuted him and his companions in every possible way.

About 12 years of preaching in Makkah had brought only 300 converts to
Islam in the entire Peninsula, including only 21 from Makkah. This should
give plenty of strength and motivation to the Da'ee (caller to Islam) of
today.

THE PROPHET'S DETERMINATION:

The leaders of Makkah contrived a plan. They went to Muhammad (S) and
said, "O Muhammad! We will accept you as the King of Arabia. We will
grant you all the wealth you desire. We will find the most charming,
honorable, and beautiful queen for you. Just stop conveying your message
to people.” But, the exalted Prophet knew the Way of Life that makes
everyone feel like a king or queen. He said, "No, thank you!" to them. He
was conveying the Message of God following His Command. So, how could
he stop!

Leaders of the tribes now decided on another tactic. They went to the
Prophet's uncle, Abu Talib, with threats. The old man feared that the
powerful leaders might harm his beloved nephew. The exalted Prophet
responded, "My dear uncle! Even if they place the sun on my right hand
and the moon on my left hand, | will not give up my Mission. By Allah!
Either | will succeed or lose my life in pursuing my Mission." Abu Talib got
struck with his determination and promised undaunting support.

An Important Note On Abu Talib: Most of the Sunni historians biased
against Shias remain adamant that Hazrat Abu Talib never embraced Islam
and even refused to recite the KALEMAH at his death-bed. How could that
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be the attitude of this great benefactor of Islam who consistently put his life
in line to defend the prophet (S) and his Call?

A GREAT ANALOGY:

One day, the exalted Prophet climbed Mount Safa and called people. When
they assembled, he asked, "My dear fellows, | am standing on the peak of
this mountain. If | tell you that an army is on the way to attack you, will you
believe me?" The people replied, "Of course, you are truthful and
trustworthy." The Prophet (S) then said, "You know (from where | am
standing) | can see what you don't. Similarly, by the Revelation of Allah |
see what you do not - The Way of Life that can grant you Paradise in this
life and in the next.” Upon the instigation of Abu Lahab, people dispersed
murmuring.

DEATH OF KHADIJAH AND ABU TALIB, 619 CE:

The grand lady of Makkah, Khadijah bint Khuwailid r. a. passed away 3
years before Hijrah (Migration) in 619 CE. She was 65 then while the exalted
Prophet was 50 years old. Their family life had been exemplary since their
relationship was based on mutual trust, kindness, equity, love and
understanding. Khadijah took care of the home while Muhammad (S) ran
the business. Together they did a great deal of community service and
strove to make Makkah a better place to live. On their way they would pick
up thorns and nails and would not mind clearing the streets of trash. The
comfort and welfare of people was always their top priority. The whole
town knew that Muhammad (S) was always there to help and Khadijah r. a.
was always the ideal companion to her husband.

CHAPTER 05

HIJRAH (MIGRATION TO MADINAH — JUL 16, 622 CE)
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Madinah is a town about 270 miles north of Makkah on the western coast of
today's Saudi Arabia. The Prophet (S) had advised some Makkans to
migrate to Ethiopia (615 CE) and later to Madinah. Ethiopia's Christian King
Negus (Najashi) was a kind-hearted man. He saw the common grounds,
sheltered Muslims and soon embraced Islam. During the past 12 plus
years, some people of Madinah also had embraced Islam. The Muslims of
Madinah had been inviting the exalted Prophet to move to their town. It was
in the year 622 CE when Muhammad (S) made his move to Madinah. This
was the most influential migration in history since it was to change the
future of humanity. Traveling 270 miles on camel back usually took about 2
weeks. The exalted Prophet rode to Madinah on camel back with Hazrat
Abu Bakr as his companion. The people of Madinah welcomed the Prophet
with great joy. Men, women and children all were extremely delighted. The
Day of Hijrah or Migration marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar. The
exalted Prophet brought peace to Madinah. He ended tribal warfare and
signed peace treaties with the local tribes, the Jews and other groups. The
previous name of this blessed township was Yathrib. From this point on, it
came to be known as Madinah-tun-Nabi (Town of the Prophet).

CHAPTER 06

THE PROPHET'S (S) BATTLES
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It must be noted that all battles during the lifetime of the exalted Prophet
took place within a radius of 80 miles of Madinah. Makkah, the center of the
arch-enemies was 270 miles away. This fact proves beyond doubt that they
were fought in self-defense. Ghazwah Hunain is the only exception in that it
was fought in the Valley of Hunain between Taaif and Makkah (Feb 630).
The peaceful Muslims were attacked by opponents when the Prophet (S)
and the Sahaba Kiraam were returning from the conquest of Makkabh.

HOW MUCH BLOODSHED:

- For the greatest Revolution in history? In the 19 Ghazwaat (Battles in
which the exalted Prophet participated) and 63 Sarayah (skirmishes in
which he did not personally participate) the total loss of life was minimal
with 259 Muslims and 759 opponents getting slain, a total of 1,018. Not a
single non-combatant was killed or harmed in these 82 battles.

Much detail, usually irrational, can be found in history books about these
battles. Please recall Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal's confession: "Three kinds
of books are absolutely_unfounded, Maghazi, Malaham and Tafseer"
(Battles in which the exalted Prophet was present, Squirmishes and
Expositions of the Quran). The above well-researched paragraph on the
Battles sums up the basics. Any reports contradicting these basics have
been found to be non-Quranic and, therefore, fabricated. We can save
much valuable time here by briefly describing only some of these important
Battles.

THE BATTLE OF BADR:

Apparently a minor event, the Battle of Badr, turned the tide of human
history for all times to come. It was the second year after Hijrah (624 CE).
The pagans in Makkah knew that Islam was conquering hearts and minds
in the state of Madinah. They were afraid that the revolution would
eventually reach them, so, they decided to nip it in the bud and came to
attack Madinah with over 1,000 well-equipped warriors aided by plenty of
cavalry of horses and camels. The exalted Prophet decided to meet them at
a small oasis, Al-Badr, south of Madinah. The mere 313 poorly equipped
Muslims included the old and the young, most of them being foot soldiers.
The "soldiers" were in fact civilians and their armoury was scant and
clumsy. Within a few hours, the weak and out-numbered Muslims stunned
the mighty enemy and won the battle decisively. Most of the powerful
leaders of Makkah were slain. Muslims treated the captives with great care
and kindness. They were fed and dressed better than the victors. Many of
them accepted Islam. The rest were very soon set free to go back to their
hometown.
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THE BATTLE OF UHUD:

Shortly after Badr, the people of Makkah raided Madinah with a much
bigger army of 3,000 in 626 CE. The Battle took place just outside Madinah.
Uhud, still standing, is the name of the famous mountain where the two
forces met. The Muslims were greatly outnumbered, only 700, and under-
equipped. Yet they were about to achieve another swift victory. Seeing this,
50 archers left their positions rather prematurely and there was a
temporary setback for Muslims when the fleeing Makkans returned and
counter-attacked. Finally, with nearly equal amount of casualties on both
sides, the Makkans turned back.

THE BATTLE OF AL-AHZAAB (CLANS):

In 627 CE, the Quraysh Tribe of Makkah amassed 24,000 strong troops.
This force included Jews and several tribes and clans from Madinah and
suburbs, the groups that had broken peace treaties with Muslims. After due
consultation with his companions, the Prophet (S) decided to meet the
enemy outside of the town. Women that were unfit for combat were
secured in a guarded fort along with children. While the enemy laid siege
around the Muslim army of about 2,000 for 25 days, the Muslims remained
vigilant and resorted to patient waiting. The sandstorm season was fast
approaching and soon the weather became very hostile with storm winds
uprooting the enemy tents and overturning their utensils, water tanks and
fire-places. The enemy got demoralized, packed up their tents, lifted the
seige and turned back. The traitors of Madinah and the tribes around who
had violated the peace treaties were exiled. Madinah was never again
attacked!
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CHAPTER 07

THE ULTIMATE VICTORY

HUDAIBIYAH:

In the 6th year of Hijrah (June 628 CE), a truce was signed between the
Muslims of Madinah and the non-believers of Makkah. This truce was called
the Treaty of Hudaibiyah. Although the treaty, in detail, was apparently
unfavorable for the Muslims, the exalted Prophet accepted it. This truce
proved to be a blessing for Muslims and Islam. The people of Makkah and
Madinah started meeting freely. Everyone could see and experience the
truth and beauty of Islam established as a System of Life. More and more
people kept embracing Islam.

AMBASSADORS:

The Magians of Persia and Christians of Byzantium (the Eastern Roman
Empire) were oppressed by their rulers. They constantly requested the
blessed State of Madinah to help liberate them. The Quran says that
Muhammad, the exalted is "A Mercy for the Worlds." Therefore, his
message is for all times and all people. Seizing advantage of the relative
peace, the Prophet (S) invited kings and rulers of that time to accept Islam.
He sent special ambassadors with brief yet effective letters.

Kisra, (Khusro Parwaiz) the Magian King of Persia, was the most powerful
emperor of the time. He became enraged and tore the sacred invitation
apart. The letter from the Prophet contained a touchy quotation, "Mend
your ways of tyranny. Learn about Islamic justice before the plight of your
own people befalls you." The Prophet, with his God-given insight, predicted
that Khusro's Empire would tear apart just as he tore apart the letter. Soon,
the prediction came to pass as we shall see in a chapter to follow.

Heraclius, the Christian Emperor of Byzantium was very inclined to accept
the blessed invitation. Unfortunately, his courtiers threatened to rebel if the
King chose Islam. Even then, Heraclius could not hold back his emotions
of reverence. With tears in his eyes he said, "If | were to meet with the
Prophet, | would wash his feet with my own hands."

Muqgooqus, the pagan ruler of Egypt, received the Islamic ambassador with

great hospitality. He went into deep thought and deferred his decision. The
reports of his sending two concubines to the exalted Prophet are obviously
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fabricated. Everyone knew that he was emancipating slaves in the State of
Madinah.

The King of Abyssinia/Ethiopia, Najashi (Negus), already impressed with
the Muslim immigrants, upon hearing some verses of the Quran, burst into
tears and entered the blessed fold of Islam.

THE CONQUEST OF MAKKAH JAN 630 CE, RAMADHAN AH 8: During the
previous 2 years of relative peace, Quraysh, the pagans of Makkah, were
closely watching the long strides Islam was making. Wilfully and repeatedly
they violated the Treaty of Hudaibiyyah, attacked small bands of peaceful
Muslims and ultimately revoked it in writing. As the Head of the State of
Madinah, the Prophet had no choice, but to attack Makkah. With 10,000
soldiers, he marched to Makkah in 630 CE. Please note that in that blessed
era, every able-bodied Muslim man and woman used to be a soldier
whenever the need arose. There was no standing army as such. The
Makkans were taken aback! The city was captured without any bloodshed.
The exalted Prophet rode on his camel through the gate of the city while
his opponents trembled in fear. Instead of showing royal pride, he was very
humble and kept his head bowed in humility. Then he immediately declared
amnesty for all, "This day there is no blame on you. All of you are
completely free." Upon hearing this, everyone was stunned in amazement!
Almost instantly, all of Makkah embraced Islam.

Among those Makkans, there were people who had driven Muhammad (S)
and his family and companions out of their homes. There were those who
had looted their property and killed many Muslims. They had severely
persecuted the Prophet and Muslim men and women. They had tried their
utmost to destroy Islam and Muslims. Yet the merciful Prophet tells them,
"This day there is no blame on you." All of human history will fail to cite
one example of clemency like this.

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED:

In a few days, the Muslims led by Muhammad (S), returned to Madinah. The
unexpected Battle of Hunayn on the way back has been mentioned earlier.
However, in the following few months most of the tribes, clans, and people
in the Arabian Peninsula had embraced Islam. Since "No Compulsion in
Religion" is the Law, most of the Jews, Christians and some Idolaters stuck
to their old ways. The State of Madinah became a peaceful pluralistic
society with a beautiful example of unity in diversity. A young beautiful
woman laden in jewelry could travel anywhere in the State and she had no
fear but the fear of Allah. The Lord's Kingdom had been established on
earth for the first time ever.
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CHAPTER 08

THE FAREWELL ADDRESS (THE LAST SERMON)

In the year 632 CE (tenth year of Hijrah), the exalted Prophet came back to
Makkah for the Final Pilgrimage. People had kept joinining the Noble
Caravan on its way to Makkah and there was a congregation of 140,000
people whom the Prophet (S) addressed from a mountaintop:

"O mankind! | believe we will not meet in this Congregation again.

Remember, your blood (life), your property and your honor is sacred unto
each other. Very soon you will have to explain your actions before Allah.

O People! Your Sustainer Lord is One and your ancestry is common. No
black is superior to a white, and no white is superior to a black, and no
Arab is better than a non-Arab and no non-Arab is better than an Arab.
Honor is the birthright of every human being. The only criterion of
superiority amongst you is nothing but good conduct.

Treat those under your care equitably. Be kind to your servants. Feed them
what you eat and clothe them as you clothe.

This day, the ways of the Jahiliyyah (the Age of Ignorance) are trampled
under my feet. All bloodshed of the Jahiliyyah is declared null and void.
This day, | revoke all previous warfare, contention, bloodshed, and chain
revenge. | am the first one to forgive the murder committed against my
family, that of Rabee'ah bin Harith.

All usury (interest on money) of Jahiliyyah is null and void from this day
on. First of all, | revoke the interest owed to my family on behalf of my
uncle Abbas bin Muttalib.

O Men! Be fearful of Allah in all matters concerning women. They have
rights upon you as you have rights upon them. Treat them well and be kind
to them. Remember, they are your companions, colleagues, and partners in
life.

Just as you honor this month, this day and this place, likewise your blood
and property is inviolable unto one another. All believers are brothers and
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sisters unto another. Nothing from a believer is permissible unto another
unless it is given with cheerful consent.

Remember that everyone is a shepherd. You will be questioned about
those under your care. If a non-Muslim were wronged in our State, | would
personally plead on his or her behalf. Avoid extremes in religion. Peace, O
Mankind! Peace.

O People! I am leaving behind one thing among you. If you hold it fast, you
will never go astray. What is that thing? - The Book of Allah.

Even if an Ethiopian slave is chosen among you as Ameer (Ruler) and he
takes you along the Book of Allah, obey him and follow him. Serve your
Sustainer Lord by serving His creation and you will enter Paradise.

O People! Sincerity in action, working for the betterment of fellow humans,
and unity among the Ummah are three things that keep the hearts
refreshed and clean.

O Mankind! No prophet will come after me. And there is no Ummah (an
Ideology-based Community) after you.

It is incumbent upon you to convey this Message of mine unto those who
are not present here. Allah will ask you about me on the Day of
Resurrection. Tell me, what you will say. The noble companions and the
congregation repeating after a Sahabi's voice proclaimed, "We witness that
you have conveyed the Message of Allah and fulfilled your Trust."

On hearing this, the Prophet (S) raised his hands and said, "O Allah! Be
witness. O Allah! Be witness. O Allah! Be witness."

At this point, Allah revealed again part of a verse to the exalted Prophet, 5:3

----- This Day | have perfected your DEEN for you, completed My favor upon
you, and chosen for you Al-Islam as the System of Life. ----.

FAREWELL SERMON: 3 VERSIONS

GREG W. KAVALEC
There seems to be 3 versions of Last Sermon of the Prophet.

Here are the references to the three versions of one sentence in the
Sermon.
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01). Ileave with you the Quran and my Sunnah. Muwatta, 46/3

02). | leave with you the Quran and Ahl al-bayt. Muslim 44/4, Number
2408; Ibn Hanbal 04/366; Darimi 23/1, Number 3319.

03). | leave for you the Quran alone you shall uphold it. Muslim 15/19,
Number 1218; Ibn Majah 25/84, Abu Dawud 11/56.

So... Quran & Ahl ul Bayt 1 out of 3. Quran & Sunnah 1 out of 3. Quran 3 out
of 3. That should speak to the issue. But will it?

CHAPTER 09

THE GREATEST MAN DEPARTS,
JUNE 8, 632 CE, RA 12, 11 HIJRAH

The Prophet (S) returned home to Madinah. Only a few months later, he
breathed his last, in peace. Chest pain and high fever in his last few days
point to possible Pneumonia as the terminal illness. He had nominated
Abu Bakr r. a. as his successor and the Caliph would get the vote of
confidence from the masses.

THE TRULY REMARKABLE LAST WORDS:

"Allahumma Rafeeqil A'laa" (Allah is the Glorious Companion). Even in his
last words, the Prophet (S) raised humanity to glorious heights. Thinking of
Allah as our Companion confers tremendous dignity upon humankind.
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Thus, we become the lesser companions. When we live according to His
Laws, we figuratively join hands with Him, thereby creating Paradise on the
earth and inheriting it in the Hereafter.

HAS MUHAMMAD, THE EXALTED DIED? :

Physically yes, but his Noble Mission is marching on. In this sense, he is
living. The Quran foretells more than once that its Noble Message will
prevail over all religion and ways of life. Just as the Creator is One,
mankind is One Community.

CHAPTER 10

THE STATE OF MADINAH - THE CONSTITUTION -
THE GOVERNMENT

The first ever Islamic State had been established during the Prophet's (S)
lifetime on greater than one million sg. miles of land. The Ideological State
maintained that no human has the right to rule over another human.

12:40" All ruling belongs to Allah alone. He has commanded that you
serve none but Him. That is the Right Way of Life but most
people know not."

Since Allah does not walk in our midst, His obedience will mean obeying
His Laws enshrined in the Quran. This is the only way total freedom can be
achieved.
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18:26 " They have no guardian apart from Him and He allots no one a
share in His Rule.”

During the blessed life of the Prophet, following were, then, the basic
principles of the government.

None has the right to govern people but Allah.

The Constitution of the State is nothing but the Quran.

Obedience of Allah's Commands means His obedience.

These Commands and Laws are preserved in the Quran.

Implementation of these Laws is the central duty of the government.

The Quran leaves minor details open for changing times.

The Central Authority works out these details suited to the time and place.
The Shura convenes every Friday to make the by-laws.

Rule of Law was the cardinal feature of the State of Madinah, the first ever
Kingdom of the Lord on earth.

NOMINATION:

Anyone could propose names for the office-bearers who must accept the
nomination freely. They had to get a vote of confidence (allegiance) from
the people of their respective townships. Candidacy, self-promotion or
coveting an office would automatically debar an individual from
government service. One possessing special skills that are unknown to
public might propose one's own name. So, there was no such thing as
campaigning for elections.

4:59 O You who have chosen to be graced with belief! Obey Allah and obey
the Messenger (the Central Authority of the Divine System) and those
whom the System has appointed as office-bearers. If you have a dispute
concerning any matter, refer it to the Central Authority. If you truly believe
in Allah and the Last Day this is the best approach for you, and more
seemly in the end.

THE CONSULTATIVE BODY:

(Shura): The chosen office-bearers would elect the Consultative Body
among themselves. The Shura members were required to get allegiance
from the residents of the capital, Madinah. Conducting all matters of public
interest with mutual consultation is one of the basic qualities of the
believers.

42:38 And who respond to their Lord, and establish the Divine System and
who conduct their affairs by mutual consultation. ----.
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HEAD OF THE STATE:

Muhammad (S) was gleefully nominated and accepted by the masses as
the Head of The State of Madinah. They used to come in throngs for taking
the oath of allegiance at the Prophet's hand. He wasted no time in
establishing a Benevolent Order and signing peace treaties with Jews,
idolaters and other tribes of Madinah. He set up true brotherhood between
the Immigrants (Muhajireen) and the Helping Locals (Ansaar). The exalted
Prophet was the first ever Leader to establish the Divinely ordained Charter
of Human Rights and Constitution.

THE FIRST CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE FIRST CONSTITUTION
EVER:-

01. It guaranteed every citizen Freedom, Security, and Justice.
02.  Security of Faith, Mind, Life, Honor and Property.
03. Freedom of Speech and Assembly.
04. Freedom of Worship for Muslims as well as non-Muslims.
05. Rule of Law. All people in the State were equal and had equal rights.
06. The Right to Trial. Everyone considered innocent unless proven
guilty.
07. Protection against external threat or attack.
08. Economic Justice and Equity.
09. All slaves were emancipated since the only Master is Allah.
10. Very shortly, the following seven basic needs were guaranteed by
the
State to all citizens: Food - Shelter - Clothing - Employment - Tools -
Transportation to and back from work - Free Medical Care.

DEMOCRACY OR NOT?

Whether a monarchy, communism, theocracy, any kind of despotism or
democracy, all systems of government inevitably come up with two classes
of people, the ruler and the ruled. The very term 'rule' necessitates a ruling
class and a ruled class. Democracy is government of the people, by the
people, for the people is quite an attractive statement but in a very subtle
manner it conceals, 'over the people’. So, democracy essentially is the
government of the majority over the minority. It may sound astonishing
but, according to the Quran, the majority of mankind is wrongdoers and
misguided. How about this? Democracy is government of the people, by
the people, for the people, over the people. The majority in a democracy
can make any laws against the will of the minority. Even the constitution
can be amended to authorize inappropriate moral conduct if the majority so
wills. Since this is not a treatise on democracy, we need not go into
countless other flaws of the system pointed out by some of the brightest
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minds.

The Islamic System of government is close to democracy in some ways like
the public having a voice and leaders sitting in mutual consultation but
there are differences of paramount importance. For example, no amount of
majority can trespass the Quran and declare alcohol and gambling as
permissible. Same goes for homosexuality and mutual cohabitation without
marriage, unjust aggression, usury, pornography, prostitution etc.

THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS:

The State of Madinah during the Prophet's (S) life encompassed the entire
Arabian Peninsula with its capital as Madinah. There were seven provinces
each managed by a governor (Waali) nominated by the federation and
accepted by the local population through the system of allegiance. Any
dissension was addressed according to 4:59 quoted above. The exalted
Prophet was the Head of the State, Commander-in-Chief and Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court. Each province had its local governor who was also
the commander of the forces. The governor would nominate officials and
judges in consultation with the local Shura. The potential office-bearers
would, in turn, seek vote of confidence.

THE ROLE OF WOMEN:

Nothing that was allowed for men was forbidden for women. However, they
did have an extraordinary advantage. Working a job or doing business was
entirely their choice. The bread-winners for the family had to be men.

4:34 Men are the protectors and maintainers of women. They shall take full
care of women with what they spend of their wealth. Allah has made men to
excel in some areas and women to excel in some areas. Men must see to it
that women are provided for, and that they are able to stand on their feet in
the society.

BAIT-UL-MAAL (THE TREASURY):

As total peace and security were being established, the government
devised policies that encouraged and honored hard work and labor.
Special attention was paid to agriculture, manufacturing, farming, setting
up stables and dairy farms. Horses, oxen and camels were raised for
transportation and defense. Farmers herded cows, goats and sheep. The
agricultural land belonged to those who would work on it. There was no
feudalism or landlordship. Honey bee and poultry farming were developed
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in Arabia for the first time. Towns were soon overflowing with honey, milk,
meat, vegetable, fruit and their byproducts. The Islamic State soon was
making the best weaponry in the world. Women were primarily responsible
for crafting the finest handicrafts and weaving carpets, blankets, tents, silk
and cotton cloth. Blacksmiths and goldsmiths designed excellent utensils,
warfare and jewelry. Agriculturists worked on improving water-supply and
creating oases in the desert. The State and the individuals traded as far as
Morocco, Turkey, Greece, Ethiopia, Syria, Irag and India. Economy in the
government and private sectors flourished because the inhabitants of the
empire were extremely loyal to the moral values inculcated in them by the
Quran. Honesty and trustworthiness could be taken for granted. People
turned over excess money to the treasury. A laborer, craftsman, soldier,
official was provided housing and paid salary considering his or her
responsibilities and the size of the household.

2:219 --- And they ask you what they should give. Say, "All that is surplus.”

The Federation, through the Bait-ul-Maal, transformed the State where
everyone worked according to his capacity and got paid according to the
needs. Within the first century, it became impossible to find a person in the
Muslim Empire who would accept charity!

NO TAXES:

Contrary to popular reports, there was no Zakaat tax or Jizyah tax in the
State of Madinah. The truly Islamic government gives Zakaat and does not
receive it from her people. Other than the product of labor and the produce
of land, the only other means of income was the compensation of war from
the agrresors.

22:41 Those who, if We give them power in the land, establish Salaat - the
Divine System - set up the Just Economic Order of Zakaat (in which wealth
circulates freely to nourish every member of the society, and the basic
needs of all individuals are taken care of). Their rule ensures that the Divine
Moral Values are promoted, and what the Quran forbids, is discouraged.
And in their governance all affairs are decided according to Allah's decrees
(in the Quran 5:44).

THE ROLE OF THE MASJID:

One thing that instantly facilitated efficient governance in the Islamic State
was a wide network of mosques serving as government centers. From the
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very first year of Hijrah, Muslims had been building mosques in their
locales. The Federal, provincial and township governments oversaw that
mosques were built in proper locations in every neighborhood. One call
from the Muezzin (caller of Azaan), "Ya Salaatil Jami'ah" used to be
sufficient to assemble the available men and women to the Masjid. There
was no clergy or "Imams" to run and manage these Masjids or conduct
congregations. The government official of each area was the leader of the
area mosque. The Masjid was not a temple of worship. It was the School,
the Assembly, the Municipality, the Parliament and the Government House.
The respective leader would discuss real issues about the community,
entertain questions, present bills, announce decisions of the Shura
(Counsel) and the Assembly would legislate. People came up with their
ideas for betterment of the society and devised plans for social welfare.
Every citizen remained informed of the condition of the needy, the orphans,
the sick and the widows. People brought up news of any socio-economic
problems facing any families and they were immediately addressed. What a
cohesive System! Masjid was also the place where the leaders and officials
were elected, ambassadors received, and defense matters decided. What a
convenient and ready-made infrastructure for the government and public
Later on, a Hadith was invented that it was Haraam to discuss "wordly
matters” in the mosque. Alas! With this single stroke of pen, by the third
century Hijrah, the Masjid had been reduced to what we see today, a temple
of worship!

CHAPTER 11
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THE CALIPHATE

We have carefully and briefly presented only a few salient but well-
researched features of the exalted Prophet's lifetime.

Khilaafat-e-Raashida (The Rightly Guided Caliphate) is the usual name
given to the rule of the first four successors of the exalted Prophet, Hazraat
Abu Bakr ibn Abu Qahafa, Umar bin Khattab, Uthman bin 'Affan, and Ali ibn
Abi Talib. But in the same breath, our historians begin to malign and
dishonor the Sahaba Kiraam in blind following of "Imam" Tabari and in
frank violation of the Quran. Their pens become more and more poisonous
with the fifth Caliph, Hazrat Mu'awiya. The Quran extols all Sahaba Kiraam
in superlative terms, as we shall see in the coming pages.

The System of Government initiated by the exalted Prophet remained intact
for one century before the Pristine Islam began getting distorted at the
hands of the "Imams" of History, Hadith and Figh (Jurisprudence). For that
reason, it need not be repeated. The only significant fact worth mentioning
here is that Islam continued to conquer hearts during this period. The one
million sq. mile empire had expanded to 2.2 million sq. miles in the brilliant
era of Hazrat Umar and in less than one century, Islam had brought its
blessed System to one third of the then known world!

Hazrat Abu Bakr was the Khalifa (Caliph) between 632-634, Hazrat Umar
634-644, Hazrat Uthman 644-656, Hazrat Ali 656 to 661, Hazrat Mu'awiyah
661-680 CE. Much of the important accounts of their times will be found in
the Story of Karbala that follows next.

[The author has benefited from numerous ancient and modern books in
writing the first ten chapters. The brief chapters have required an incredible
amount of sifting the truth from falsehood. Some of the sources are named
here with gratitude to their authors. Seeratun Nabi, Faroog Azam, Allama
Shibli Na'amani. Ralmatallil 'Aalameen, Qazi Sulaiman Mansoorpuri.
"Mother of All Histories", Tareekh Umam Wal-Mulook, Imam Jareer bin
Rustam Tabari. Biography of the Prophet, Ibn Hisham. Tareekh Ibn Athir.
Muslim History, Dr. Akram Zahoor, D.Sc. Tareekhil Ummat, Allama Aslam
Jairajpuri. Tazkarah, Hadith-il-Quran, Maulvi Ka Ghalat Mazhab, Allama
Inayatullah Khan Al-Mashriqi. Shahkar-e-Risaalat, Me'raaj-e-Insaaniat,
Allama G.A. Perwez. Tareekh-e-Islam, Dr. Hameeduddin. Sahah Sittah (The
Six Right Ones on Hadith). Tibbe Nabawi, Imam Ibnil Qayyam, Masnad,
Ahmad bin Hanbal, Hujjatullahil Baaligha, Shah Waliullah. Kimyae Sa'adat,
Ehyaul 'Uloom, Imam Abu Hamid Ghazali. Muzakkarah, Hur bin Abdur
Rahman, Meezanul Faris, Hujjatullah A.Q. Moosvi. Fitnatul Kubra, Taha
Husain, Ajaibit Tareekh, Yaqoot Hamdi, Kitab Dalail-e-Nabawwut Syedna
Muhammad, Abdul Jabbar Qaramati, Tasweer Ka Doosra Rukh, Intizar-e-
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Mahdi-o-Maseeh, Muhaddithul Asr Allama Tamanna Imadi. Mazhabi
Dastanain Aur Unki Hageegat, Allama Habibur Rahman Kandhalvi, Tarikh-e-
Islam, Dr. Abdul Hameed, Professor of Harvard University, Sham-e-
Haqgeeqat, Qazi Muhammad Ali, Hundred Great Muslims, K.J. Ahmad]

The Umayyad Caliphate was overthrown in 134 AH (750 CE) and the
Abbasid Dynasty began (750-1258 CE)

Despite all the shortcomings of various Muslim rulers and the
masses, Islam has been consistently on the march.

ISLAM IS ON THE MARCH

1. Despotism: At the time of the advent of Islam in 610 CE, kings and
tyrants were ruling countries, nations and tribes. There was no idea of
human liberty and rule of law, no concept of people having any say in the
government. Islam's was the first voice against that universal exploitation
of the masses.

No person has the right to command obedience of people even though he
be a messenger of God (3:79).

Command belongs only to (the Law of) Allah (6:57).

Now look at the recent history. Isn't the world moving away from
despotism, kingdoms and autocracies?

2. Democracy: Itis often thought that Bacon, Rousseau, Locke and other
European thinkers laid down the foundations of modern democracy. But
the Quran decreed 14 centuries ago:

The affairs of the believers are a matter of counsel (42:38).

This Injunction was meticulously observed in the seventh century Islam.
The Muslim rulers had to be elected and then obtain allegiance of the
masses. They always worked with an advisory council.

Today, mutual consultation in political matters is the hallmark of
democracy. (Ironically kingdoms, sheikdoms, despotism and autocratic
rule today are seen mostly among countries that call themselves Muslim.
This is another instance of the Muslims' departure from the Quran).

It may not be out of place to mention here that mutual counsel in today's
democracies will soon take one more vital step; all legislation would take
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place in the Light of Divine Guidance. Whichever country takes that vital
step will formulate a truly Islamic government and become a model state
for the rest of the world. Other nations will follow suit. This is no utopia.

Please see the conviction in Al-Quran 2:213, 9:32-33, 10:19.

3. Human worship: The exalted Messenger broke the idols of personalities.
The greatest man who ever walked this earth kept repeating,

"l am but a human like you.” (18:110)
“O People!  am only Muhammad son of Abdullah.”

“I am the son of an ordinary Quraishi woman who used to (save and) eat
dry meat.”

Further, Muhammad (S) said, "One who loves people to keep standing
before him, should seek his abode in hellfire."

We observe that since the exalted Messenger's advent human worship has
been dwindling throughout the world. (Ironically again, today it is mostly
Muslims who are prostrating before religious people, before their
ancestors' graves or humbling themselves in front of those in power and
authority).

4. Racism: 14 centuries ago the whole world was drenched in racism.
Aristotle taught around 500 BC that the Greeks were superior to all nations.
The Romans divided their own people among classes. There were about 8
slaves per Roman elite. India demonstrated racism to the extreme degree
where a newborn's whole life depended on whether he was born into a
Brahman, Khatri, Vaish, or Shudra family.

Muhammad (S) toppled the world of false ideas, "There is no superiority of
a black over a white or a white over a black. All of you humans belong to
the same single stock. The best among you is the one who is best in
conduct.” (Farewell Address)

Now let us think. Is not the world moving away from racism? At least open
expression of racial bias has become condemnable in most parts of the
world.

5. Human Rights: Here | suggest that the reader examine three most
celebrated documents on human rights:

- The British Magna Carta

- The American Constitution

- The United Nations Charter of Human Rights.
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Then study only the brief "Farewell Sermon” of Messenger Muhammad, the
exalted, and compare. The intelligently written human documents seem to
fade away and pale in comparison to just one sermon of Muhammad (S)!
Please see Robert Briffault's quote at the beginning of this chapter.

Haven't human rights become a vital issue at the international scene? True,
the world including Muslims have to go a long way. But, Islam is on the
march. The Quran had declared in the 7th century, "Now, indeed, We have
conferred dignity on all children of Adam (as their birth-right).” (17:70)

History stands witness to the blessings of the Quranic Way of Life. In the
truly Quranic era of Islam, the (emancipated) black slave of Ethiopia, Bilal,
the poor laborer of Rome, Suhaib, and the lonely wanderer of Persia,
Salman, were equal to, and had the same rights as, the most powerful man
of the time. Umar Farooq the Great (RA) the second Caliph of Islam used to
address Bilal, "O My master!" He requested that Suhaib lead the Caliph's
funeral. And the exalted Messenger had himself honored Salman by calling
him a member of his own household.

A brief resume of human rights given in the Quran will now be given.
These points also reflect the Moral Code of Islam.

a. Equal human dignity by birth (17:70, 95:4)

b. Gender equity (4:32, 33:35)

c. Superiority by character only (49:13, 46:19)

d. Rule of law, not of individuals (3:79)

e. Full compensation of work (53:39, 53:41, 39:70, 37:39)

f. Provision of basic needs (20:118-119)

g. Security of faith, life, mind, honor, and property (6:109, 6:152,
2:269, 17:36, 24:2, 22:40, 6:152, 5:90, 2:195, 5:32, 17:32, 17:35, 17:29, 83:1)

h. Choice of spouse (4:3, 4:19)

i. Freedom of religion (22:40, 6:109, 2:256)

j. Freedom of expression (2:42, 3:71)

k. Redress of grievances (4:148)

[. Privacy (33:53, 24:27)

m. Care of handicap (4:36, 70:24)

n. Presumption of innocence (49:6)

0. Sanctity of name and lineage (49:11, 33:4)

p. Right to residence (4:100, 2:85, 6:41)

g. Aesthetic choice (18:31, 76:13-15)

r. Protection of chastity (17:32, 24:2)

s. Race, color, gender, lineage, wealth are no criteria of superiority.

t. Degrees of people according to their deeds (2:212, 3:163, 6:132)

It is noteworthy that the United Nations and the UNESCO Commission
subject human rights to certain conditions and limitations. They further
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differentiate between a person owning those rights and application of
those rights according to the local law. Human rights outlined in the Quran
are not subject to the whims of nations or individuals.

6. The Caste System: The exalted Messenger declared and established
human brotherhood and equality by personal example. He belonged to the
noblest of tribes and families. Yet, he humbly repeated "l am a human just
like you." He further advised his closest family members that being a
relative of Muhammad will be of no avail to them. Last, he established that
the only criterion of superiority among men and women is their conduct.
Color, creed, family, gender, wealth would not impart honor to any
individual.

Now which way is the world moving? India, which has been the chief
cradle of the detestable caste system, is trying to get rid of this curse of
humanity. The Untouchables are being called “Harijan”, ‘the bearers of
Divine Spirit’. And India is just one example. Remember what happened to
apartheid in South Africa?

7. Slavery: The exalted Messenger shook up the so-called masters of men,
"Their mothers had born them free. How could you enslave them? What if
you were made their slaves and they were made your masters!"

The Quran, while explicitly pronouncing equality and brotherhood of all
men, ordered to "Free all slaves for ransom or better as kindness" (47:4).
Few people know that the Islamic methodology resulted in the
emancipation of slaves (male and female) without the least friction and
bloodshed. Islam initiated a noble revolution in the hearts of people.
Without the Divine Light, the 19th century America, even under the great
leadership of Abraham Lincoln, had to sacrifice one million dead and
wounded attempting to abolish slavery!

8. Priesthood: At the Dawn of Islam, priesthood was the worst oppressor
of humanity. They were considered to possess infinite occult powers. They
were thought to know the Unseen and supposed to be intercessors
between man and God. They enjoyed greater authority than the kings did.
Well, they knew what was in a person's heart! They could condemn the
"Children of God" to be hanged, crucified or burnt alive! Their tyranny
outlasted their own lives. Their tombs remained centers of worship and
exploitation.

The Quran announced that Allah is the only Knower of the Unseen (72:26).
There is no medium between man and God because He is “closer to him
than the Vena Cava" (50:16). Now we see that humanity has been gaining
freedom from priesthood the world over. (Ironically once again, Muslims,
not currently heeding the Quran, are lagging behind even in this arena.)
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The modernization of my nation consists
Of what has been outworn by all creation
-Sir Igbal

9. Womens' Rights: In the times when the woman was considered the
property of the man and was treated worse than slaves; when "Eve" and
"evil" were thought to be synonymous and woman was a "shameful load of
sin", when she spent her life in bondage first to her father, then to her
brothers and eventually to her husband; when Christian conferences were
discussing questions such as

- Does the woman have a soul?

- Is she human?

- Will she be resurrected?

The Quran thundered that Allah has created people males and females.

"Women have rights unto you as you have rights unto them." (2:187)
"Every person will be rewarded according to one's actions; male or
female." (4:32)

And the "Mercy for the Worlds" Muhammad, the exalted taught:
"Paradise lies at the feet of your mothers."
"The best among you is the one who is best to his wife."
"O Men! You will be questioned about your treatment of women."

On the other hand, Michael Hart notes that the New Testament still
teaches: "Let the woman learn in silence ... Sheis to keep silent . ..
Adam was not deceived but the woman was deceived and became a
transgressor. Yet woman will be saved through bearing children (Timothy
2:11-15). "The head of every man is Christ, the head of awoman is her
husband . .. for if a woman will not veil herself then she should have her
head shaved . .. woman [was created] for man" (Corinthians 11:3-10).

Now, look back with an open mind. Which way has the mankind moved in
the last 1400 years? Surely, Islam is on the march! It may also be of
interest to note here that in the USA women gained the right to vote in
1920. When did Muslim women attain it? In the 7th century!

10. Science: While Europe was struggling through the Dark Ages, Muslims
were performing scientific miracles under the Quranic teaching that natural
laws had been made subservient to man. (This topic of the Quran and
Science will be further discussed in a later chapter). Here is an example of
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the scientific guidance in the Quran: Until recently, the sun was thought to
be stationary in the center of the solar system. The Quran had, however,
revealed 1400 years ago, "The sun is moving along toward its appointed
destination."(36:38) The great Russian philosopher, astronomer and
scientist, P.D. Ouspensky, maintained that any science that contradicted
the Quran would turn out to be false. Then, during Ouspensky's lifetime, it
was discovered that the sun is moving toward a specific destination at 12
miles per second i.e. 43,200 miles per hour! This destination has even been
assigned names, the Solar Apex, the Constellation of Hercules. Guess what
Ouspensky did! He embraced Islam.

“Roger Bacon owed his illumination to the Muslim Moors of Spain. The
great figures of European Renaissance could see further because they
stood on the shoulders of the giants of the Muslim world. -- Those
achievements represent what the Muslim world has been in the past. They
also point to what it could become in the future.” (Richard Nixon - Nixon's
Ten Commandments)

11. Nationalism: Arnold Toynbee in his 1952 work, The World and the West,
called nationalism a form idol worship. In his writing and lectures he
repeatedly urged the world leadership to break this idol. After all, who is
unaware of the devastation caused to our planet by the World Wars | and II.
Nationalism was the obvious root cause of this massive trauma to
humanity.

Years before Toynbee, Sir Igbal, on the authority of the Quran, called
nationalism "the modern idol which the humanity has sculpted”. The Quran
ordained all mankind to be one nation and declared that all believers in the
Final Revelation, regardless of where and when they live, are tied in the
sacred bond of brotherhood and sisterhood (49:10). That announcement
left no room for manmade geographical boundaries.

It is heartening to note that great western minds such as Nicholes
Berdyeau, Henry Bergson, A.C. Ewing, Rene Guenon, Alfred Cobban,
Frederick Hertz, H.G. Wells, and numerous others, not only support the
unity of mankind but also predict it!

12. Pragmatism: At the dawn of Islam, Greeks were the torchbearers of
knowledge in the world. Many scholars including Briffault and Higgins
have correctly remarked that the Greek knowledge rested on theory
and logic. Experimentation had no place in the Greek system of
learning. Aristotle had written that women were deficient in intellect
because they had only 28 teeth. He never even bothered to look! He
also stated that an egg would float in the ocean! It was only Islam that
taught mankind of the necessity of testing a theory or ideology by way
of experimentation.

45



17:36 And you shall not follow blindly any information of which you have
no direct knowledge. (Using your faculties of perception and conception)
you must verify it for yourself. In the Court of your Lord, you will be held
accountable for your hearing, sight, and the faculty of reasoning.

“The Renaissance of Europe did not take place in the 15th century. Rather
it began when Europe learned from the culture of the Arabs. The cradle of
European awakening is not Italy. It is the Muslim Spain.” (Robert Briffault,
The Making of Humanity)

For the sake of brevity, our list has been kept very incomplete.
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CHAPTER 12

KARBALA: FACT OR FICTION?
(PART-01)

Nothing tells us better than this most famous story about how and why our
historians have played with the true history and distorted Islam beyond
recognition. The reader will become well-acquainted with the joint tactics of
the so-called "Imams" of history and Hadith coupled with the ruling elite.
The research-oriented reader may examine the conspiracies of the
conspirators in their own writings. Plenty of references will be given to that
effect. My comments will be given within brackets [ ]

Caution: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the historians,
and not at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The exalted Prophet,
Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain, all of whom inspire
our reverence and respect.

WHO IS MAHDI?

Earnestly needs the world that true Mahdi
Quakes whose vision the realm of thought!
- Allama Igbal

Dear readers! In my humble view, Jamaluddin Afghani, a great benefactor
of humanity, was so right in saying: "After due reflection, | have reached
the conclusion that the resurgence of Islam and uplift of Humanity is not
possible without upholding the unifying supremacy of the Glorious Quran.
Anyone working in that direction will be the real Mahdi, the true guide. All
other 'awaited ones' are nothing but fantasies that will NEVER materialize.
Humanity in general and Muslims in particular should bear in mind that no
apostle, messenger, prophet or appointed, anointed one of God is coming
any more. The exalted Muhammad (570-632 CE) was the last apostle-
prophet-messenger of God. He passed on after establishing a model State
and delivering to all mankind the Supreme and Final Divine Message."

- The Istanbul address of 1889, The Weekly Caliphate Center

Besides being a dynamic orator, the late Afghani was a man of action. The
19th century, Sudan was under occupation by the British imperialism but a
great patriot, Muhammad Ahmad, was carrying the banner of freedom. The
greatest hindrance in his way was the rampant belief among the masses
that the revival of Muslims was not possible unless the mythical "Imam"
Mahdi appeared on the world scene.
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Jamaluddin Afghani arrived in Khartoum in 1881. He met with the freedom
fighter Muhammad Ahmad who updated Afghani on the pitiful situation. But
Afghani only knew better. He advised the young Ahmad to declare himself
as the "awaited Mahdi". After a brief pause, Ahmad decided to follow the
startling advice.

Some people protested that the Mahdi was supposed to be a descendant of
the Prophet (S) and emerge from the Cave of Samera in Iraq after a
millennium of occultation. Others maintained that Imam Mahdi would
appear making rounds in Makkah! Syed Afghani wasted no time in vain
argumentation. He grabbed Muhammad Ahmad's arm and led him and his
comrades to the city's Jami'a (the Friday Congregational) Masjid. It was a
Friday. The Imam of the mosque relinquished the pulpit as soon as he saw
Syed Afghani approaching. Afghani, then delivered an inspiring sermon to
the thousands present in the congregation. He advised them to give up
their wait for 'holy men' and their supernatural powers.

Continuing his sermon, Jamaluddin Afghani said, "Folks! Your Mahdi has
arrived. He is no other than Muhammad Ahmad standing by my side! His
supernatural power is that he is a man of resolve, character and action.
Strengthen his hands and he will give you freedom!" No sooner than the
sermon was over did the Jami'a Masjid vibrated with chants of "Mahdi
Sudani, Mahdi Sudani!" The congregation right away acknowledged the
virtuous Muhammad Ahmad, as their leader and commander. Men from
Khartoum and suburbs rallied around Muhammad Ahmad.

On behalf of the British, the Muslim clergy in Sudan and Egypt piled up
religious verdicts (Fatawa) - That Ahmad was not from the progeny of
Prophet Muhammad; he had neither emerged from the Cave of Samera nor
did he proclaim himself in the Ka'ba. How could he be the Mahdi? Indeed,
he was an apostate! Fortunately, in those days, the Grand Mufti of Egypt
was a very enlightened man, Sheikh Muhammad Abde-Rabbuhu, popularly
known as Sheikh 'Abduh (1849-1905). He was an ardent student of the great
Syed Afghani. The Grand Mufti annulled all edicts by the clergy.

Watch the descent of God on the tower of your heart
Rid now yourself of the wait for Mahdi and Jesus!
- Allama Igbal

Soon, the Sudanese masses that had been afflicted with the Mullah
orthodoxy (just as the Muslims everywhere are today) sprung back to life.
The Mahdi of Sudan declared, "While Mullahs wait in their homes for the
Mahdi and Messiah, and Sufis wait in their shrines, | have picked up the
banner of freedom. | am the Mahdi of the times!"
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During 1881 and 1885, this great freedom fighter and his comrades routed
the British and captured Khartoum, the capital of Sudan. At lightning speed
did they achieve liberty! Years later, the British Lord Kitchener went to
Sudan, exhumed Muhammad Ahmad's remains and burned them! Such
was the legacy of the Mahdi of Sudan! Was he not a true Mahdi, leader,
commander and guide? Incidentally, the powerful British official, Lord
Kitchner got drowned in a shipwreck. Rumor came by that he had survived
but Allama Igbal dispelled the rumor with humor, "Yea, he might have come
back as fish liver oil."

(PART- 02)

THE MAHDI IN RELIGIOUS MYTHS:

Ah! Mahdi Sudani - such are the true Mahdis. No cobwebs of myths or
superstition surround them. They rise from the arena of real life and fulfill
their mission for all to see and then face their Creator with flying colors.
Contrast this with how irrationally Mahdi is characterized in religious
mythology. The tale begins mysteriously. | have picked only a few
specimens and have simplified the account to a great extent.

All excerpts in this chapter have been taken from an authoritative, widely
acclaimed and esteemed Shi'a book titled Ahsanul Maqgal (The Best of
Expressions.) The compiler of the book is “The Most Veracious Reporter of
Traditions, Hazrat Maulana Sheikh Abbas of Qum". The translator is
Honorable Maulana Syed Safdar Husain Najafi.

THIS DRAMA IS TAKING PLACE IN 873 CE, 241 YEARS AFTER THE
PROPHET (632)

1. "l am Lady Maleka, daughter of the son of Kaiser, the King of Rome. My
mother's name is Shamoun who is from the genealogy of Jesus Christ.
[Jesus Christ was her ancestor!] Some time back, Prophet Muhammad met
my great-grandfather, Jesus Christ son of Mary. The Prophet asked the
hand of Jesus' daughter (me, Maleka) to be given in marriage to his son,
Hasan Askari [d 874 CE. Hasan Askari was the eleventh Imam of the Twelve
Imami or Athna 'Ashri Shias]

Jesus Christ agreed. The ceremonial address (Khutba) of our wedding was
recited by Prophet Muhammad [241 yrs after he passed on] | had become
emaciated hiding my love for Hasan Askari. The Prophet's daughter,
Fatimah [d 632 CE] came one day, hugged me and made me her daughter-
in-law [in the 9th century] Ever since then not a night has passed without
us drinking the honey of our love and consummating our marriage!”
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2. “1 am Lady Maleka, also called Narjis. | am the daughter of the King of
Rome. A few days ago, Ali (son-in-law of the Prophet) came [212 years after
his martyrdom!] He said to me, "Narjis! Glad tidings to you of a son that will
be the King of the East and the West! The news spread like wild fire that the
wife of Imam Hasan Askari was going to be the mother of the Master of
Times (Imam Mahdi).

One day Hasan Askari said, “Mahdi is going to be born today.” A woman
from the household said, "There are no visible signs of Narjis being
pregnant”. Ali said, “We saints and prophets are born from the thighs of
our mothers so that we are not soiled." Imam Hasan [d 670] also came.
Those present saw a splendid radiance in Narjis. Hasan saw that the Master
of Times had been born and ever since his birth, had been in prostration
facing the Qibla in Makkah. The newborn was pointing his index finger at
the sky and reciting Kalima. Virgin Mary was in attendance with a thousand
houris (heavenly beauties). The observant ones observed that the Imam
Mahdi was already circumcised. They sought Allah's blessings for all
Imams. There was illumination all around. The palace was flocked by white
birds. Ali commanded a bird to take the baby away and to bring it back in
40 days. [Please remind yourself that the events are taking place 212 years
after Imam Ali's passing away in 661. Mythology is such fun! Now follows
an even more weird account]

After 40 days the bird brought back the baby who was now two years old!
Then the bird took the baby away and brought it back in 40 days. Imam
Mahdi by then had grown into a man. [We are not told how he grew up into
a man in 80 days and how a bird picked up a grown up man by its beak!
We are also not told where the palace was located!]

3. Imam Mahdi, the Imam-in-Waiting, the Imam-in-Occultation, is the

Master of Powers. He is the Imam of the World of the Unseen. It is
not

appropriate even to mention his name in absentia. [This advice is
hardly

ever heeded]

4, The Imam read all scriptures of the past prophets in their native
tongues,

Scriptures of Adam, Idrees, Noah, Hud, Saleh, Abraham, Moses,
David,

Christ, and the Quran of Prophet Muhammad.
5. Soon after birth, the Imam sneezed. The next night he enunciated a
firm

tenet that whoever sneezed, would not die for three days. [Science
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or

insult to human intelligence?]

6. The angels clamored, "Who will avenge Husain, O Allah?” "I will,
through
the Established One”, answered God. [How will He avenge? Please
wait
for the next chapter]
7. The Words in the Quran, "Who can bring back water if Allah takes it
away?” in effect pertain to the Master of Powers i.e. who can bring
him
back if Allah takes him away.
8. Imam Mahdi is from the seed of the Kaiser of Rome from the
mother's
side and of Muhammad (the exalted) from the father's side. [We are
not
told how from Kaiser. And, didn’t he, if at all he was born, descend
from
Abu Talib and Hazrat Ali? [Hazrat Fatima was the daughter of
Muhammad (S) and the wife of Ali r. a. but genealogies are traced
through paternity]
9. The Quran of Ali is with the Established Imam. When he comes,
even
the wild animals will become friends to each other. Because of his
splendor, the whole world will be lit up. Hence, there will be no sun
during the day and no moon at night! [The sun and the moon will
retire!]
10. He will ride the thuder and make a round of the seven heavens and
the seven earths. [He will not be electrocuted] Shady clouds will
always
keep him cool. [But there will be no sun!] Swords for his use will
descend
from the heavens.
11. Countless palaces and treasuries are at his disposal. Those who
have
had a visit with him in the past centuries speak of the unparalleled
magnificence of his palace. [No one knows where any of those
palaces

is]
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12. He performs Hajj every year but no one can recognize him [Cannot
recognize the one whose splendor lights up the whole world!]

13. At every Eid when people rejoice, God refreshes the sorrow of
Muhammad's progeny, since their due right, the world supremacy,
isin
the possession of others. [It is in the White House these days]
14. Hazrat Ali mourns to this day. He has been seen reading the Book
of

Jafar [for over 1300 years] Jafar is the “Science” of dreams,
calamities
and disasters.

15. Whenever a Mu’'min (Shia believer) falls ill, the Amir (Commander)
of the
Mumins, Ali, is also taken ill. [Among the believers, hundreds of
thousands must be ailing at any given time. When does the Amir

get

well?]
16. Whoever waits for the Imam of the Times, will be seated in his
glorious

tent. The best action of a believer is to wait for the Imam. [The
palace

has now become atent!]
17. A sure panacea: On a piece of paper write a message for the Imam
of

the Times. Place it in a grave or throw it into a deep well. The
message
is sure to reach him and the problems will be instantly resolved.

18. Among the 73 sects of Muslims, only those waiting for the Mahdi
will go
to Paradise.

[There are strong historical records that the 11th imam Hasan
Askari had died in his youth leaving behind no children. On that account,
Askari's real brother Ja'far bin Nagi had grabbed all his inheritance through
due course of law. Ref. Shama'-e-Hageeqat by Qazi Muhammad Ali]

Reminder: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the
historians, and not at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The
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exalted Prophet, Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain, all
of whom inspire our reverence and respect.

(PART-03)

THE REVENGE AND TASKS

Imam Mahdi bin Hasan Askari, was born in the year 255 or

256 A.H. [if he was born at all! Shi'a scholars are unable to decide which
year it really was!] In 260 AH at the age of about five years, and just ten
days before the demise of his father, he disappeared and hid in the nearby
cave called Samara or Saraman Rai. With him he took away the entire
Quran consisting of 40 (not 30) parts and 17000 (not 6200+) verses. He also
took with him all the Scriptures of the prophets of old, the Book of Ali, the
Book of Fatima, the Science of Jafar, all miracles of the prophets, the staff
of Moses, the shirt of Adam, and the ring of Solomon.

He will reappear before the Dooms Day. He will exhume and resurrect Abu
Bakr and Umar from their graves. In the course of one day and night he will
execute both of them a thousand times after bringing them back to life
each time. According to some accounts, he will dispense the same
prescription to Uthman. (Hablullah No.6, P.32)

He will stone to death the mother of believers, Ayesha for adultery. [Recall
Bukhari et el fabricating a slander against the Mother of Believers and
Hazrat Ali advising the exalted Messenger to divorce her! Surah Noor does
not at all name the lady that was slandered]

[Hold your breath!] The first one to tender submission to Imam Mahdi will
be Prophet Muhammad. (Basair Darajat P. 213)

The Mahdi will resurrect people and send them off to heaven or hell.
(Miratul Anwaar P.68)

The Occult Imam Mahdi will appear and bring forth a new Book and a new
Faith (Faslul- Khitab P. 283 and Anwaar Na'mania by Syed Naimatullah
Muhaddis Aljazairee).

Only Mahdi will bring the genuine Quran. For the time being, fill in with the
present one. (Faslul Khatab, ref. Hazrat Ali)

Mahdi will battle with Gog and Magog (Ref. Many books of Ahadith,

Masnad-e-Ahmad, Al-Kafi, etc) Who are Gog and Magog? Muslims have
been labeling many different peoples as Gog Magog. Many Jews and
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Christians consider Russia, China and the Muslims as Gog Magog!

Ahsanul Maqgal states that Imam Mahdi son of Hasan Askari will appear at
the very end of this world. He will be around only for seven years. He will
uphold equity and justice and then there will be the Great World War,
Armageddon. [So, that will be it. He that was so anxiously awaited for
centuries came and heralded the end of the world! Happy waiting! - to the
waiters]

(PART-04)

REMINDER: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the
historians, and not at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The
exalted Prophet, Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain, all
of whom inspire our reverence and respect.

THE EPISODE OF TORMENT AND CALAMITY

From Sa’'aadatuddarain fi Qatlil Husain, by Sadrul Muhaqqiqgeen (The
Principal of Researchers), Sultanul Mutawakkileen (King of the Trusting),
Hujjatul Islam Wal-Muslimin (Proof of Islam and Muslims), Sarkar Allama
Ash-Sheikh (The Master Scholar, the Sheikh), Muhammad Hussain Saheb,
Mujtahidul Asr (Modern Thinker of the Time), Mad-Zilluhu-'Aaali (The
Glorious One of a Blessed Shade).

[Question: What is the connection between Imam Mahdi and Karbala? In
short, it is the bond of penmanship. The same authors who have written
about Mahdi have penned and repeated the fiction of Karbala. Meanwhile,
let us read some excerpts from the illustrious author mentioned above]

1. The real culprit of the murder of Husain was Yazeed son of Mua’awia.

2. After Yazeed the second culprit was son of Marjanah, Ubaidullah lbn-e-
Ziyad. He was hand and glove with Yazeed.

3. The third person directly responsible was Umar bin Sa'd bin Abi Waqas.

These people used to claim that the world and its goodies were everlasting,
and so they would never die.

e It can be said without fear of contradiction that the assassins of
Husain were all Sunnis.

e Refer to the writings of Imam Hafiz Ibn-e-Jareer Tabari and you will
know whether the assassins of Husain were Sunnis or not.
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[Many scholars claim that this Tabari was a Shi'a. The esteemed Allama
Jaam-e-ul Uloom Tamanna Imadi proves that the so-called "Imam" Tabari
was in fact a Zoroastrian]

Mazahim bin Hareeth said, "I follow Uthman's faith”. Nafe' replied, "It
means you follow the creed of Satan."

No one knows who fathered Ubaidullah son of Ziyad, the Governor of
Basra and Kufah.

[Unfortunately, the Shiite mind has a strange and obviously non-Quranic
obsession with lineage. The Book clearly declares that the only criterion of
honor is one's conduct and no man-made distinctions]

The historian Imam Tabari has written that Imam Husain's cousin
Muslim bin Ageel ventured towards Kufa for battle, without informing
his comrades. [Why would he go alone for battle?]

Not even 10 people had stayed on with the exalted Prophet in the
Battle of Uhud. On the other hand, 54 people turned out ready for
sacrificing their lives for Husain son of Ali. [What is the point they
are trying to make?]

From Makkah, Madinah, Taif, Yemen, Basra, Yamama and anywhere
else, there was NOT a single shout, "O Grandson of the Prophet! We
are here to help you." [Why not]

Fifty five petitions, two bagfuls of letters, and seven couriers reached
Makkah from Kufa promising to defend Imam Husain by all means.
Imam Husain said to Abdullah ibn Zubair, “I know that someone in
Makkah will be slaughtered like a lamb. | absolutely do not want to be
that lamb. But | swear that even if | hide in a snake hole, people will
pull me out of there."

Muslim bin Ageel reached a spring belonging to the tribe of Bani Tai.
He saw a hunter shooting a deer with an arrow. Hazrat Muslim said,
“This is a good omen. We shall likewise triumph over our enemies.”
[But they capitulated]

Muslim bin Ageel reached Kufa on the fifth of Shawwal, 60 AH and
stayed at the house of Honorable Mukhtar bin Ubaidullah Saqafi.

In Kufa, 18,000 people pledged allegiance to Muslim bin Aqgeel. Then,
he wrote a letter to Imam Husain inviting him to come to Kufa.
Someone wearing a black turban entered Kufa. He had his face
covered with a cloth. Sheikh Mufeed says, “Because of this guise
people knew he was Husain." [Imam Husain would not cover his
face like a bandit]

Like Hazrat Ali, Imam Husain also knew about all future events in the
entire universe. He would say to people, “Ask me things before you
do not find me amongst you.” An Imam never says La Adri (I do not
know). According to the narrators, all other Imams used to make the
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same claim. [So, they had the knowledge of the Unseen, which,
according to the Quran, rests with Allah alone]

It is written in Usool-e-Kafi that the true Imam (from Ali to Mahdi)
would never say, “1 don’'t know! He is full of knowledge, past, present
and future." [After this, the Mujtahid Ash-Shaikh Muhammad Husain,
author of Sa’adatud Darain gives some examples of the tremendous
knowledge of Imam Husain]

Umro bin Al-'Aas asked, "Why do our moustache gray before
yours?” Husain answered, “Because your women have foul breath.”
Umro bin Al-'Aas then asked, "Why do your beards grow thick but
ours don’t?" Imam Husain replied, “A pure land produces good
vegetation, and an impure land produces bad vegetation."

Having heard such insightful answers, Mu’awiya yelled, “Umro! Keep quiet.
Don't you know you are debating with Ali's son?”

[The Mujtahid quotes a couplet here]

Secret behind the Prophet making Husain suck at his tongue
Is that Husain’s tongue virtually became the tongue of divinity

Abdur Rahman Aslami taught Surah Hamd (Al-Fatiha) to one of the
princes of Husain. The honorable Husain granted him a thousand
dinars (gold coins) and a thousand robes, and filled his mouth with
pearls. [The man might have choked. Why did the Imam not teach the
Surah himself? See below]

Someone asked Imam Zainul Abideen why his father had so few
children. He replied, “I am surprised how we were even born! My
father engaged himself in prayers, as many as one thousand Rak'as
in one day and night.” [Where was the time to do anything else? Are
not such statements derogatory to Hazrat Husain?]

Even in his state of helplessness and thirst, Husain slew 1,950 of the
enemy soldiers all by himself. In addition, there were countless that
he severely wounded. [Such gross exaggerations, too, are
derogatory to Imam Husain]

'Aashura, Muharram 10, AH 61 - Oct 12, 680 CE

In Makkah, as the Imam recited Ism A'zam (the supposed greatest
Name of Allah), the land in between Makkah, Madinah and Karbala
sunk low. And he showed Umm Salma, the mother of believers, the
spot where he and his companions would be killed. Then, handing
over Umm Salma some soil from the land of Karbala, he said, "When
this soil in the bottle starts oozing blood, consider me martyred.”
Honorable Umm Salma reports, “When on the tenth of Muharram, 61
AH afternoon, | saw the jars, they were indeed oozing blood.” [It was
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not Umm Salma, but Tabari whose imagination saw this oozing
centuries later]

The head of the Lord of Martyrs was severed yet it kept on reciting
the Quran. [Read again]

Beasts in the jungle and fish in the water will keep weeping over
Husain’s ordeal until the Dooms Day! [The fantasies of our master
narrators and historians are boundless]

Lady Fatima used to cry over the trials and tribulations of Husain
even before she conceived him.

Imam Husain said to Abdullah bin Umar, "My head will be presented
before one of the bastards of Banu Umayya.” (P.167 Saadatud
Darain) [Would the great Imam Husain use filthy language?]

Mujtahid Muhammad in this chapter of Sa’aadatuddarain fi Qatlil Husain
lays down a rule: The criterion to judge the authenticity of the events of
Karbala is to_accept without guestion that which the Ulama have

committed to pen. [Think and reflect]

Before leaving Makkah, Abdullah bin Mutea’ advised Imam Husain to
stay on in Madinah, and not at all go to Kufa because that was a
cursed city of ill omens.

When the Imam departed from Madinah, angels riding she-camels of
the Paradise presented themselves to him in hosts.

After that, some legions of Muslim Jinns appeared before the Imam
and said that if the Imam so commanded, they would consume his
enemies while he was still in Madinah.

Whenever people cautioned the Imam against going to Kufa, the
Imam would say, “I am destined to martyrdom in Karbala on the 10th
of Muharram.” [Had this been so, the Imam, a model of endurance
and patience, would not weep and wail. More importantly, he had the
free will to choose any other destiny]

To angels and Jinns he answered, "By Allah, | have greater power
than you have for overcoming my own enemies but | want that those
who die should die by reason and those who survive should survive
by reason. [Yet only his companions, and none of his chief
adversaries, died in Karbala]

Thus, journeying by stages he reached Madinah on Friday the 6th of
Sha'ban 60 AH.

In an offensive, Muslim bin Ageel packed to hell forty-one in Kufa.
Then he commenced displaying his valor in the streets and the
bazars. [But, there are reports that he had gone there solely as an
emissary of Imam Husain]

Muslim bin Aqeel was beheaded and his head was sent to
Damascus. Yazeed hanged it at the city's main gate.

Abdullah ibn Abbas inquired, "Why are you taking women and
children along?" "Allah wills to see them in the enemy captivity ",
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replied Imam Husain. [Allah, the Most Merciful]

There is a serious controversy regarding the number of stages
between Makkah and Karbala. (Sheikh Muhammad, the Mujtahid)

The Imam told the poet Farzooq and Bashar bin Ghalib that Allah
does what He wills. [Allah is not a tyrant. He is Omnipotent and uses
His Power with Wisdom and Compassion]

"Banu Umayyah have instilled fright in me”, said Husain. [This is
another insult to the Imam]

He said to Siddiga Sughra, "O My sister! Whatever has to happen
must happen.” [So there should be no effort]

The Imam knew the end beforehand.

He said, "I swear by Allah, my murder by the insurgent pack is
inevitable. There can be no resistance before Allah.” [Was Allah
siding with the insurgents?]

"In a dream | saw some dogs biting me. Most ferocious among them
was one with white spots.” Mujtahid Allama Muhammad Husain
writes that that description of the dog points to Shamar bin Joshan
who had Leucoderma i.e. white spots. [The exalted Prophet had
admonished against relating sad dreams. This cannot be the
language of the most decent and courageous Imam Husain]

As early as at twelfth stage of the journey, Imam Husain and his
companions had donned their turbans and were wielding their
swords. [Why would the Imam assume an aggressive posture?]

At the fifteenth stage of the journey he said: | had dozed off on my
horse. In a dream | saw a rider saying, "These people are proceeding
and their death is proceeding towards them." Now | know that we
have been foretold of death. [Earlier on, it was stated that he always
knew it]

A gentle commander of Yazeed's troops, Hur bin Yazeed Ryahi came
along at the head of a thousand troops. He said, "I beg you in the
name of Allah to take pity on yourself. You will be martyred if you
fight." However, the Imam refused to yield.

Majma' bin Abdullah said, "The dignitaries of Kufa are against you.
Although common folk are disposed in your favor, yet tomorrow
their swords will be drawn against you.” And still the Imam did not
relent.

At the next stage of the journey Imam Husain asked Hur, "What is the
name of this place?" He said, "Karbala." The Supreme Martyr spoke
with tears in his eyes,"O Allah! We seek refuge with You against
anguish and tribulation." [Karbala = Karb + Bala = Anguish and
tribulation. Why was this prayer not granted? What an insult that the
tally of Hazrat Husain’s rejected prayers is being repeatedly
increased and highlighted by these Mullahs!]

(PART-05)
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REMINDER: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the
historians, and not at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The
exalted Prophet, Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain, all
of whom inspire our reverence and respect.

THE FIRST ASSEMBLAGE OF HUSAIN: (From Sa’adatud Darain by Sadrul
Muhaqqigeen Sultanul Mutawakkileen Hujjatul Islam Wal-Muslimin Sarkar
Allama Ash-Sheikh Muhammad Husain Saheb, Mujtahidul Asr Mad-Zilluhu-
‘Aaali)

[At this juncture please make a note that the entire tale of Karbala has been
narrated by the so-called Imam Tabari bin Rustam, the Zoroastrian, 239
years after the supposed event. Time and again he begins with, "Abu
Mukhnif said this and Abu Mukhnif said that ..." Renowned scholars like
Shah Abdul Aziz, Allama Tamanna Imadi and 'Maulana' Habibur Rahman
Kandhalwi have conducted in-depth research and are of the opinion that
Abu Mukhnif is a fictitious character. Other scholars have established that
even if such a person existed in flesh and blood, he had died more than
fifty years before Tabari was born. It was Tabari who wrote Maqtal Husain
in the name of Abu Mukhnif. Moreover, Tabari does not once claim that he
ever met Abu Mukhnif. This being the state of affairs, it becomes obvious
that the myth of Karbala is the product of Tabari’s own imagination. Some
said Tabari was a Shia, others contend that he was a Sunni. In fact he had
changed his name from Tabari bin Rustam to Tabari bin Yazeed for
deceiving the masses. Tabari ascribes all atrocities to Yazeed, yet, he
associates his own name with Yazeed, a shameless attempt to get some
credibility!]

THE DISCERNING READER SHOULD MAKE NOTE OF THIS VERY
IMPORTANT POINT:

The year of the martyrdom of Hazrat Husain is 61 AH and Tabari penned
this fable down around the year 300, i.e. 239 years later. And all this on
hearsay! There should have been hundreds of men to write about the
episode (had it really happened) during this long duration, but we find
none! Abu Mkhnif, Lut bin Yahya, Muhammad bin Saaeb Kalbi are nothing
but invented characters. Tabari, Wagidi, Mas'oodi, Sayyuti pasted any
reports they got hands to. (Khilaafat-e-Mu'awiya Wa Yazeed, Mahmood
Ahmed Abbasi) [And if Yazeed was such a culprit, why would the progeny
of Hazraat Husain and Hasan enter in wedlock relationships with his
relatives, and why would prominent figures, even caliphs, after his time be
named Yazeed?]

Let us continue with the handiwork of the criminal historians of Islam.

- Imam Husain gathered his kith and kin. He cast an eye on the enemy
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throngs and broke down in tears. He prayed in all tenderness, "O Allah! We
are the Prophet’s kin. Please grant us victory over the tyrants."

HOW NUMEROUS WAS THE ENEMIES? Agai Darbandi says the (opposing)
cavalry in Karbala numbered 600,000 and the infantry assembled for the
battle numbered 20 million! [Even the entire population of Arabia and Iraq
at the time would not total twenty million! No empire could possibly
assemble a force of this size]

According to Ibn-e-Jozi, they numbered 6 thousand. Syed bin Taoos puts
the number at 20 thousand. Abi Faras said they were 50 thousand and Abi
Nahaf Azwi reported 80 thousand!

COMMEMORATING THE IMAM:

The authoritative book we are referring to, Sa’aadatuddarain fi Qatlil Husain
includes a lengthy directive on how to conduct assemblies
commemorating Imam Husain. In summary, this directive prescribes the
following set of commandments:-

e Weep profusely over the oppressed Imam's fate because such
weeping atones for the most grievous sins.

e Without intent of a fast, go without food and drink until early evening
on the Day of Ashura (the 10th of Muharram).

e On that day, hold gatherings for mourning and shed tears profusely.
This is the noblest of deeds.

e Do no worldly work on that day.

e Recite Ziarat-e-Ashura and do all the mourning that is prescribed in
the special books on prayers for this occasion.

[We can virtually hear Allama Igbal: Listen to the music of delight in the
mansions of Europe - And watch too the readiness for chest-beating in
Iran]

e Immensely curse the murderers of Husain and his kin. Repeat the
chanting at least a thousand times, "O Allah! Let thy curse fall on the
assassins of Husain and his companions.”

e Absolutely refrain from hilarity, lavish food and nice clothes.

e Undo shirt buttons and roll up the sleeves up.

e Throw dust or ashes on your head and rub your forehead with it.

Which lion is out of the den that the battleground is trembling!
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NOW, WHAT WAS THE SIZE OF THE FORCES WITH IMAM HUSAIN?
According to Allama Mujtahid (Revivalist) Muhammad, here is a
controversy again. Abi Faris says they were 1,000 (Sharhe Shafia). Sheikh
Mufeed says their total number was 72 (32 horsemen and 40 foot soldiers).
But Imam Bagqir reports they were 145.

[Ironically, after shooting their arrows of conjecture, our historians,
theologians and reporters of Hadith play a trick on Allah and Rasool (S).
They pass the buck to Allah, "Wallahu A'alam" (And Allah knows best).
That is that! They simply won't admit, "I do not know". If they decide to
pass the buck to the exalted Prophet, they would write, “Qaal aw kama
gaal" (He said this, or said something like it)]

e |bn Ziyad said to the Imam, "I will not lay my head on a soft pillow
nor taste good food until | slay you.” The Imam replied, "The people
of your city Kufah had written to me, so | came. If you dislike my
coming, | must go back.” Then he also requested Umar bin Sa'd, "Let
me leave since earth is vast”, but he did not get the leave.

[According to the Mujtahid writer, Imam Husain was there for Jihad. Why,
then, would he ask to leave? Persians bore a special grudge against Hazrat
Sa'd bin Abi Waqgas because he had conquered Persia half a century
earlier. So, the name of his son, Umar bin Sa'd was tagged here although
he was commanding troops in Syria at that time. Ref. Al-Milil Wanhil by
Imam Sheristani]

e On the Ashura Day (10th Muharram) Imam Husain said, "Yazeed the
bastard, son of a bastard has forced me to choose between death
and disgrace." [But the Imam had willfully decided to come to Kufah
against strong advice of many outstanding personalities. Only 4 of
his 15 brothers accompanied him while the rest tried to stop him.
Also, could this be the language used by the noble Imam Husain?]

e Three days before the martyrdom of Husain, Umar bin Sa'd put a 500
strong guard at the river Euphrates to completely deny the Imam and
his companions any access to water. The Imam delivered a speech
saying, “Think! Who my father, my mother and grandmother were
and whose brother and whose grandson | am!" Voices were heard
from the enemy camp, "We know all this, yet we must kill you in the
state of thirst."

e The Imam, nevertheless, demonstrated a miracle near his tent. He
slightly dug the earth with a spade. All of a sudden a fountain of cool
and sweet water gushed forth from the dry desert soil. All of them
drank to their fill and filled up their water-skins [Lo and behold! The
water problem is watered down]

e From those tyrants the Imam sought respite for one night. This was
the Ashura night. The Imam and his companions spent the night in
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prayers, supplication and repentance and pleadings to Allah for
mercy. They wailed and chanted over their rosary beads. There were
sounds from the tents like the humming of bees from a beehive.
[Such earnest prayers of the most pious ones were not heard! What
are our theologians trying to accomplish? - Mock and insult them]

e Many people left the Imam and sneaked away into the darkness of
the night. To those who were left with him, he gestured to look up at
the sky. That is when every one of the companions beheld his abode
in Paradise. [According to the Quran, the Paradise encompasses the
heavens and the earth. Imam Husain would not contradict the Quran]

e Imam Zainul Abidin relates that when Imam Husain uttered some
couplets about his death, Zain's paternal aunt, Hazrat Zainab started
beating her face and rent her clothes. She then fainted. Imam Husain
said, "My sister! | serve an oath on you. Please keep my oath. After |
am gone, neither tear up your clothes, nor scratch your face, nor do
the least bit of wailing." But no one including Zainab complied with
the Imam's advice and last will. [So it is today]

e On the other side there was an army of hundreds of thousands. Yet,
the exalted Imam arrayed his small force thoroughly for battle
including the right flank, the left flank and the flag bearer. Aqgai
Darbandi writes that the opposing army comprised 600,000
horsemen and 20 million infantry.

[Even if the enemy amounted to the well-armed thousands, was it not a
collective suicide? Would the enlightened Imam Husain adopt such a fatal
course? Victory being out of question, if his objective was martyrdom, he
would not expose women and children and his companions to this peril.
The exalted Prophet had warned believers against getting disgraced by
inviting a peril that one could not cope with]

e The Imam addressed Shimar bin Zil-Joshan, “O Son of a goat-
tending woman!”

e The Imam cursed Ibn-e-Abi-Jaweria for the torment of fire. At once he
fell in blazing fire in a trench and turned into ashes. He prayed, "O
Allah! Kill Tamim bin Hasseen by thirst this very day." Suddenly
stricken with thirst, Tamim fell off his horse by the Euphrates bank
and his horse trampled him to death.

[With Imam Husain being so readily accepted in his prayers, why could he
not ward off Karb and Bala (anguish and calamity)? The highly
exaggerated, contradictory and superstitious accounts betray conjecture
and fabrications by the historians. Hazrat Husain wouldn't have even
dreamed such nonsense. In fact, the then governor of Iraq, Imam Husain
was assassinated by Jaban bin Hormuzan in the governor house of Kufah
as we see later]
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e The parties arrayed themselves in battle formation. 20,600,000
(Twenty million and six hundred thousand) on one side and seventy
two men on the other! [What sense would arranging the troops
make? 72 against even 30,000 would have been an outright disaster.
But let us read on]

e That day there was loud hue and cry in the tents. It was a divinely
ordained calamity for them. The Imam kept briefing them about the
coming events many times a day as revealed to him by Allah.
[According to the Allama Mujtahid, all this was a pre-ordained and
not an unforeseen calamity. Why, then, the hue and cry as we note
further?]

e O Creatures of Allah! | have taken refuge with Allah against harm
from you. [Refuge not granted]

OUT OF THE DEN CAME THE LION, ROARING!

e The Imam called for the steed of Rasoolullah called Murtajiz. He rode
the steed and started urging his companions to gear up for the
battle. Hur walked over to Husain's side. [The events are taking place
fifty years after the exalted Rasool passed on. The steed Murtajiz
should have been about seventy years old then. Do the horses live
that long and strong?]

e Hur said, “O People of Kufah! After his passing away this is how you
have treated the descendents of the Rasoolullah!”

e Upon hearing this, Umar bin Sa'd shot the first arrow at Husain’s
army and with that followed a shower of thousands of arrows.

[Dear reader! Only a few excerpts have been picked out cautiously for the
sake of brevity. But | have not restricted the account to merely ten or
twenty points from various voluminous books in order to convey to you
what has been written in them about the illustrious Imam. "Too much
reverence breeds insult", (Akbar Ilahadi). The books from which the
excerpts have been taken are so numerous that several pages are needed
just to record the list of their long titles. Below are given only a few titles as
examples:

Tareekh-e-Tabri, Usool-e-Kafi, Sunan Ibn Maja, Shaheed-e-Insaniat, Aashir
Bahaar, Sirre Shahadatain, Amali Saddooq, Tafseer Baizawi, Nehjul
Balagha, Ainee Sharh-e-Bokhari, Irshade Shaikh Mufeed, Al-Akhbar-il-
'‘Awaalee, Magtal-e-Makram, Magqtal Ibn Sahili, Kaamil Ibn Kaseer, Nafsil
Mahmmom, Qamgam, Al-Husain Magqtali Maqram, Nasikh-ut-Tawareekh,
Wagqai-Ayyam-e-Muharram, Zakheera-tud- Daarain, Murawwaj-uz-Zahab,
Maqtal Khuaarizimi, Managib Shahr Ibn Ashobe, Maqatilul Talibeen,
Shahadat-e-Husain, Zibh-e-Azeem, Al-Imamat Was-Siasat, Kanzul Amaal,
Iste'aab, Sawa'iqul Muharraga, Addam'ah As-Sakiba, and so on.
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All these references can be looked up in Mustatab Saadat-ud-Darain fi
Qatlil Husain by Allama Sarkar Ash-Sheikh Muhammad Husain, printer
Maktabah As-Sibtain]

e As soon as the downpour of arrows from the enemy troops began,
the illustrious Imam launched a swift attack on them. The battle
continued for hours. Fifty of his companions embraced martyrdom.
[Against a shower of thousands of arrows, not one of the 72 arrayed
combatants could have survived for a minute]

e A martyr has seven benefits from Allah. One of them is that his head
rolls into the laps of two houris. [One lap should suffice one head]

e The esteemed Habeeb bin Mazahir dispatched to hell 65 of the Koofis
and, Zuhair Al-Bijli sent to the Fire 120. Aabis bin Abi Shabib
knocked down more than 200, Yahya bin Kathir 50, Janada bin Haaris
16. Qarib, the Turkish slave of the Lord of Martyrs, sent to Hell 70.
The 95 year old Anas bin Al-Haris dispatched to hell 18 of the Fire-
worthy. Hajjaj bin Masrooq killed 25, Anees bin Moaggal 20 and
Ibrahim bin Al-Hasseen 84. Malik bin Dawud and Dharghama bin
Malik slew 60 each. [The count down goes on and on]

e Eight slaves of the Lord of Martyrs were slain. [The exalted Prophet
had abolished slavery. How could Imam Husain take slaves? The title
"Lord of the Martyrs" has been reserved by many historians for
Hazrat Hamza, the Prophet's (S) uncle]

PRINCE: Ali Akbar desired to have grapes. Imam Husain raised his hand to
the pillar of the mosque and [out of thin air] grabbed a bunch of grapes for
the prince. [The historians maintain that Hazrat Husain had taken up arms
to destroy monarchy. Yet, they call his offspring princes and princesses]

e Prince Ali Akbar was married since he had an Umm-e-Walad. [Umm-
e-Walad = A concubine that bears a child, yet remains less than a
wife]

e Prince Ali Akbar killed 200 soldiers. However, his horse took him to
the enemy troops. The barbarians shredded him into pieces with
their swords. [That treacherous horse must have an effigy made and
flogged in the Ta'zia processions]

INSULTS TO INTELLIGENCE ABOUND

Along with these events, the historians include a relentless exchange of
verses and dialogues as if it were a vocal contest of which they were eye-
witnesses, or the audio-video records were being made. This is in spite of
the fact that Tabari compiled the first "History of Islam" nearly two hundred
and fifty years after Imam Husain's martyrdom. In order to keep this book
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reasonably small, we are disregarding much of the running commentary.

e Many authors accept one criterion for the authenticity of the events
of Karbala: If an event is found in any of the books of Ulama, so did it
happen, period. [Wow!]

e The books are replete with reports that the Lord of Martyrs broke
down in tears at the killing of a certain person or at such and such
happening. [The exalted Prophet had said, "The true patience is that
which is resorted to at the time of misfortune.” Suggesting that the
valiant Imam Hussein broke down time and again is an insult to him]

e At the martyrdom of Prince Ali Akbar, sounds of wailing came from
the tents. Imam Husain says, "My daughter Sakeena! Don't you fear
Allah?" [Crying, wailing, and chest beating displease Him]

e The five or six remnants of Abu Talib's progeny launched a ferocious
attack on the army of thousands.

e Prince Qasim son of Imam Hasan came out of the tent on his way to
the battlefield. The uncle, Husain and the nephew embraced each
other and wept so much that both fell unconscious.

e Allah dispensed an extraordinary punishment upon the one who had
killed Muhammad bin Ali bin Abi Talib. He drank so much water that
his belly burst open to his demise. (Wow!)

e Abdullah bin Hasan was eleven years old. He courageously
addressed one of the enemies, "O Son of a loose woman!"

e Abbas son of Ali was called the 'moon’ of the (tribe of) Banu Hashim.
He was so well-built that when he rode a horse his feet would touch
the ground. [OK]

e Abbas launched such fierce attacks that the right wing of the enemy
turned upon the left wing and the left turned upon the right.

HOLD YOUR BREATH :

Finally, came Imam Husain's turn. The evening was drawing close. He was
all alone, fifty-seven years old, hungry and thirsty for several days, in
intense heat, broken-hearted in grief.

Excellent portrayal by Mir Anees:

The gloom of tyranny has engulfed Zahra's Moon
What loneliness has gripped Shabbir this Day

Zahra is the title of Hazrat Fatima, the mother of Hazrat Husain whose title
is Shabbir.

The author of Saada-tud-Darain writes, "If Husain had really wanted to
defeat the enemy and triumph to power, it was simple and easy. He would
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have placed Abbas on one of his sides, Ali Akbar on the other, while
Muhammad bin Hanfia (son of Hanfia and Ali) and Muslim bin Ageel would
be somewhere in the middle. Then he would have attacked the rival army
[of 20 million 600 thousand or 30 thousand as the case may be] It would
have changed the face of the battlefield at Karbala.” [Imagine how five men
could change the fate of such a one-sided battle]

e In the meanwhile God sent down a bird that fluttered its wings over
Imam Husain‘s head. The bird said, "Allah says that if you wish, He
shall grant you victory over the adversary." This was Allah's help.

e Then 4,000 angels came on to the Karbala battlefield with shouts of
support. However, the Lord of the Martyrs did not allow them to take
part in Jihad.

e Then countless Jinns came to offer their services, but the Imam did
not accept their offer.

e The Imam brought the suckling infant Prince Ali Asghar out of the
tent. He requested the enemy water for the infant. But some
barbarian shot an arrow as a response to the request for a sip of
water. The little prince breathed his last in the Imam’s arms. The
blood that gushed forth, the Imam caught in his palm and threw up to
the sky. Not a drop of this sacred blood came back down.

e In the tents, Imam Husain bade good-bye to Sakeena, Fatima, Zainab
and Um Kulsoom. Sakeena said, "Baba! Have you prepared yourself
for death?" Imam answered, "What can a friendless, helpless person
do but accept death?”

(PART-06)

REMINDER: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the
historians, and not _at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The
exalted Prophet, Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain, all
of whom inspire our reverence and respect.

[On the authority of the Quran, Allah was pleased with the Prophet's
companions and they were pleased with Him. Obviously, unrealistic
reverence carried beyond limits becomes SHIRK and insult]

All the references for this chapter can be looked up in Mustatab Saadat-ud-
Darain fi Qatlil Husain by Allama Sarkar Ash-Sheikh Muhammad Husain,
printer Maktabah As-Sibtain.

HUSAIN APPEARS:

Out came Shabbir of the tent door

As a gloomy funeral leaves the house
e Mirza Dabeer
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[Could the lion-hearted Imam proceed to fight for his martyrdom like a man
who dies before dying?]

Four Thousand archers were showering arrows but the son of the
'‘Lion of Allah' killed 1,950 rascals. [And that under a shower of
arrows. The 'Lion of Allah' refers to Hazrat Ali]

To get a drink of water, the Imam spurred his horse towards the
Euphrates. The arrow of a cursed one pierced the Imam's throat.
Blood filled his palms and he tossed the blood upwards. The horse
of the Lord of Martyrs lowered its head to drink water. The Imam
said, "O Steed! Even you are thirsty. | will not drink until you do." But
the loyal steed raised back its head. The Imam came back to the
tents. He warned his family to get ready for trials and tribulations.
Then, he went back to the battlefield with the arrow still stuck in his
throat and started killing the enemy rank upon rank. The enemy had
to re-arrange the troops. So many arrows were shot at the Imam that
his Naazneen (femininely delicate) body became like that of a
porcupine. Yet, the Imam kept launching his counterattacks. [Re-
arranging the troops against one man]

Battling the enemy, the Imam reached a place called Zulkifl about
twelve miles away with his body as that of a porcupine.

The wounds received so far were counted and they were 1,950. [We
are not told who counted them and how]

One of the tyrants hurled a stone at his forehead. Then he plunged a
three-pronged arrow that pierced the Imam's body and went through
the pure chest that bore no malice. The Imam unsuccessfully tried to
pull out the arrow.

Then spears, arrows and swords started striking him from all
directions. His condition was failing due to thirst. Again and again he
was asking for water but the enemy was advancing towards him in
droves. [What more could the swords, spears and arrows do to a
body already like that of a porcupine?]

The Imam could not pull out from the front the three-pronged arrow
piercing his body, so he bent down and pulled it out from the back.
Blood spurted like a waterfall. He cupped the blood in his hands and
tossed it skywards. Not a single drop came back down. [OK]

One of the tormenters struck him in the back with a spear with such
force that the Imam could not stay up on his saddle and landed on
his right cheek. But he stood up and walked quite a distance to the
place destined for his slaying.

Hasseen Tameemi shot an arrow into his mouth. Abu Ayyub shot at
his throat. Zara'a bin Shareek struck a blow with the sword at his left
arm. Another cursed one struck the right shoulder with a sword.
Sanan bin Anas struck a spear at the collarbone that made the Imam
fall face downwards. Then he got up and pulled out the arrow from
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his throat.

Now the enemy surrounded him and they set about to kill him. [What
more had they to do for killing him? It appears that the narrators
would not pronounce anybody dead until his head was still on the
shoulders. Had Imam Husain not been struck fatal blows already? If
his surviving all that was due to some immunity as an Imam, why
had Hazrat Ali died of the blow from Ibn Maljam and Imam Hasan
from poisoning, as reported?]

Now Her Excellency Zainab came to the tent door. She addressed the
entire force of the enemy requesting them not to kill the Imam. But,
alas! The Bibi could not save her brother's life.

With the Imam squatting on the ground, Malik bin Nasr struck a
sword on his head. The cap underneath his turban got cut up.

The honored head was split. The cap was filled with blood. The Imam
took the cap off. Then he bandaged his head. Quite a while had gone
by since his fall to the ground from the horse but no one had the
courage to slay him.

Now Shimar-Al-Joshan came forward. This accursed one had
leucoderma. [The narrators seem to have forgotten that earlier they
had described him as a leper]

The accursed Shimar sat down in an indescribably insulant fashion.
The Lord of the Martyrs looked toward him and said, "The Prophet
was right that he was witnessing a dog with white spots dipping its
snout in his family’s blood."

That heartless man struck twelve times with a blunt sword and
severed the head of the Rasool’s grandson from the hind side of his
neck. Ah, even a goat is slaughtered from the front of the neck! [Our
narrators counted those twelve blows and saw the scene centuries
later]

[SOMETHING STRANGE: It is truly amazing to note that Munajaat-e-Zainul

Abideen, and Saheefa Sajjadia written by Imam Zain in his last years make
no mention of Karbala at all'! The usual rebuttal to this perplexity, "Well,
they are a collection of prayers." But even the prayer books of Imam Zain
are expected to mention his family and the Karbala martyrs]

(PART-07)

SHAAM-E-GHAREEBAAN (THE EVE OF DESTITUTION)

[The contents of this chapter have been taken from many books.
References are given at appropriate places]

REMINDER: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the
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historians, and not at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The

exalted Prophet, Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain, all

of whom inspire our reverence and respect.

ASH-SHEIKH MUHAMMAD HUSAIN SAYS:

There are a lot of gatherings for wailing. As soon as the Muharram
moon is sighted, mourning attire is worn, wailing sessions are held,
eulogies and mournful chants are recited, and alluring speeches
made, heard, tears shed, heads and faces slapped, and chests
beaten. If this is all that we have learnt from the martyrdom of
Husain, then it is no less a tragedy for the Islamic world than the
tragedy of Karbala itself.

Matam karain Husain ka lootain Husnpurah

Mourning Husain, looting the town of beauties, that's what the
congregation does.

The holy Imams used to richly reward poets reciting acclamatory
odes and mournful poems.

Professional storytellers of the martyrs of Karbala conduct elegy
(Marsiah) sessions at prostitute houses and charge them fees.

If paganism rises from Ka'bah itself, whence could go Islam?
Speakers and Elegists endeavor to draw acclaim from the audience
and win the approval of sponsors.

The Rasool (S) said, "It is enough for being a liar to repeat all that
one hears." (Nehjul Balagha, considered a collection of Hazrat Ali's
speeches). [Yet, the Story of Karbala is nothing but word of mouth
carried over generations]

The Reciters should not read in a singsong fashion because there is
a saying of the Rasool (S) that the first ever song was sung by the
Satan when Adam had eaten of the Forbidden Fruit. (Mun La Yahdhar
Al-Fageeh)

The reciters portray the Karbala episode as if it was a spectacle of
qguail fighting quail. (Mugaddama Sa'adah)

Imam Musa Kazim insisted, "Do not acquire knowledge of Deen from
anyone other than Shias."

Wail and whimper to your heart's content or at least make a mournful
expression. In this way, you will eventually become accomplished in
the art of crying.

Imam Husain's date of birth was the fifth of Sha'ban, 4 AH, 626 CE.
Rasool (S) nourished Husain by letting him suckle on his tongue.
The Rasool would stick his tongue in Husain's mouth and he would
suck so much that the flesh of Prince Husain grew out of the flesh of
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the Rasool. The Prince did not suck milk from the breast of his
mother Syeda Fatima or of any other woman. (Ad-Dama' As-Sakiba)

[This narration is an obvious insult to Imam Husain, his mother Fatima (R)
and to the exalted Prophet. It ridicules common sense, reason, Laws of
Nature and insults human intelligence]

When Imam Husain was born, Allah ordered houris to enhance their
beautification and the angels to increase glorifying Allah (Bahaarul
Anwaar).

Accompanied by four thousand angels, the angel Gabriel presented
his congratulations in the court of Rasoolullah, at the same time
offering his condolences. (Amali Sheikh Sadooq)

One day Ibrahim, the son of Allah's Rasool, and Husain, his
grandson were perched on his left and right thighs. Gabriel appeared
with a message from Allah that He did not wish both of them to live
so the Prophet must sacrifice one for the other. The Rasool said,
"lbrahim's mother is a bondwoman. If he dies, only | will grieve.”
(Nafsil Mahmoom) [The Quran had abolished all forms of slavery.
Could the exalted Prophet still hold on to slaves? Was not the
bondwoman a mother and human?]

The Rasool said, “I sacrifice Ibrahim for Husain.” So, Ibrahim died
three days later. [Note the helplessness of the Almighty, and
personality worship at its pinnacle]

In his lifetime the Rasool brought into being four creatures who were
the exact replicas of himself. These were Ali, Fatima, Hasan and
Husain. (Akhlaqul A-imma)

An Imam and a Prophet must be capable of performing miracles
(‘Aashir Bahar)

About the Persian Princess Shahrbano, daughter of Yazdjard son of
Shaheryar, son of Parvez, son of Hormuz, son of Kisra Nawshervan:
Sheikh Mufeed says that she arrived during the time of the "Visible"
Caliphate of the Lord of the Faithful, Hazrat Ali. (Muntakhib-ut-
Tawareekh) [There is no mention of an "Invisible" as against a
"Visible" caliphate in either the Quran or the Hadith. What does the
"Invisible" caliphate mean?

That even today it is Hazrat Ali and his Fatimi progeny ruling the
Universe]

Imam Zain-ul-Abedin was born to the same Shahrbano. That is why
he is called Ibnul Khairatain (Son of twin nobilities) i.e. the progeny
of Bani Hashim of Arabia and of Nawshervan of Persia. (Bahaarul
Anwaar). [But was it not her great grandfather, the same insolent
Khusro Parwaiz who tore up the memorandum sent to him by the
Rasool (S)? To compare the nobility of the Persian kings to the
household of the Prophet betrays the inferiority complex of the
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narrators and it is an to insult to the exalted Prophet]

e Rubab, that matchless wife of Imam Husain, lived only a year after
the Karbala episode. She spent that entire one year in the sun and
never sat in shade. (Muntakhibut Tawareekh)

e Reliable books describe only five wives of Imam Husain - Shahrbano,
Laila, Rubab, Umm-e-Ishaq, Qadh'iyah. He had others in addition.
(Muntakhibut Tawareekh) ["Reliable books" mention two hundred
wives of Imam Hasan]

e Imam Husain had four sons and two daughters. The sons were
Zainul Abedin, Ali Akbar, Ali Asghar and Ja'far and the daughters
were Fatima and Sakeena.

e Ali Akbar and Ali Asghar were martyred in Karbala. Ja'far's fate could
not be determined. Descendants to Imam Husain came only through
Zainil Abedin. Today Husain's progeny outnumbers the stars but
there is no trace of Yazeed's descendants. [No verification given]

e Quoting from Muntakhibut Tawareekh the Mujtahid writes that the
above statement is the gist of Surah Al-Kauthar. In other words, the
Surah is addressing Imam Husain that Allah will give him abundance.

e From the daughters, the lineage proceeded through Fatima Sughra
who was the wife of Hasan Muthanna son of Imam Hasan.

[The Quran had done away with distinctions of lineage, color, and caste
and the exalted Prophet had trampled them under his feet. Is it appropriate
to make distinctions on that basis?]

A COUPLET:

Mohsin Bhopali is around, alive and kicking. May Allah grant him
happiness and success! He is a good poet. He wrote a couplet which has
become immensely popular since it resonates with the Ummah's line of
thinking. Translation:

Nairangiye siaasate doraan tau daikhiye
Manzil unhain mili jo shareeke safar na thay

Witness momentarily the vagaries of the politics in vogue
Destination found those who were not even in the caravan

[Whoever lagged behind, neither examined his own shortcomings, nor
observed the qualities or the fitting strategy of others, but rather made
excuses and played the blame game. What a calumny that the author of
Saadat-ud-Darain uses this couplet to incriminate Sahaba Kiraam (the
companions of the exalted Prophet)!] He says, "The true successors of the
Rasool were cast aside to sit at home and the others captured the
Khailafat.”

THE RIGHT TO RULE:
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[Hazraat Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali would never covet government
ranks. In fact, whenever an office was offered to them they considered it a
burden. The Rasool (S) had declared, “We do not confer office upon
someone who seeks it. So, these God-conscious honorables could never
covet power and rule (Khilaafat). Nor could the Rasool (S) authorize
hierarchy. According to the Quran, character can be the only measure of a
person's superiority.

Muhammad Ali Bab of Iran who launched the Bahai creed in the Nineteenth
century was a descendant of the exalted Prophet. Father of (late) King
Husain of Jordan, the Sharif of Makka, was a descendant of the Prophet as
well. But he joined hands with Lawrence of Arabia for pitting Arabs against
the Turks?

If the criterion of esteem is the ancestry or race, all Muslims should accept
Prince Kareem Agha Khan as the Imam and unite under his leadership
since he is a descendant of the exalted Messenger. And yes, the drunkard
poet, Josh Maleehabadi of "Yadon Ki Barat" also claimed to be a
descendant of the Rasool (S)]

[LINEAGE: Contrary to the Quran and sayings of the exalted Prophet, we
find the Shia scholars laying great emphasis on progeny. Such and such
was an illegitimate child and therefore ----. Such and such was the son of a
"Ma'sum" (sinless), therefore he was perfect. Millions upon millions of
Syeds! Yet, we notice, especially in the Indo-Pak subcontinent, every Tom,
Dick and Harry to be a "Syed" meaning a direct descendant of the Prophet
(S). Not only is this a mathematical impossibility, but the hard fact remains
that the vast majority of Muslims in the subcontinent originate from those
who had converted to Islam from Hinduism. Countless ignorant people
consider the 12 Imams and these "Syeds" as Ma'soom (innocent, sinless or
even Infallible) and revere them on that account. Fortunately, most Arabs
grew out of this myth centuries ago]

THE FAVORITE TALES OF DENYING WATER TO THE FOE:

[Perhaps for emotional impact, stopping water supply finds great favor with
our historians as a weapon of the oppressors] On the authority of the so-
called Imam Tabari, "Mujtahid" Muhammad Husain writes, "The besieging
forces surrounded Hazrat Uthman’'s palace and stopped the supply of
water to him. Hasan and Husain managed to get through with water-skins
defying blockade by thousands upon thousands!" [Just two men against
thousands]

e The Battle of Jamal took place on 10th of Jamadiuthani, 36 AH.
Hazrat Ali was 59 at the time. The world witnessed the sword that
gleamed in the Battles of Badr, Uhud, Khandaq and Khyber against
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the infidels, now shining against Talha, Zubair and Ayesha. Thirty
thousand lives were lost. [The world witnessed nothing like that. The
Criminals of Islam who were Muslims in disguise, spun these tales
and Ibn Rustam Tabari recorded it as history 280 years after these
Sahaba Kiraam]

Mu'awiya seized the access to river Euphrates and stopped the
supply of water to Ali r.a. Then, Hazrat Ali's forces snatched the
riverbank but did not deny water to the enemy. This happened during
the Battle of Saffain in which seventy thousand (mostly Sahaba
Kiraam) perished. [This story is an invention of the so-called Imam
Shahab Zahri Toosi (not Madani, d. 124 AH) and written by "Imam"
Jareer bin Rustam Tabari. It is fascinating to note the Mullah-in-Chief
of the 20th century, "Maulana" Syed Abul A'la Maududi (Our Master,
Owner, Father of the Most Glorious, Maududi) saying, "If we do not
believe in such stories, what will be left with us?”]

In the Battle of Saffain (37 AH) Abu Musa Ash'ari said to Umro bin Al-
'Aas, "You are adog”. Umro responded, "You are an ass.” [Could the
people groomed by the Rasool (S) behave like this?]

However, in 38 AH, Hazrat Ali had to battle with the Khawarij (Those
who broke away). It is called the Battle of Nahrawan. The Khawarij,
who were on Hazrat Ali's side in the Battle of Saffain became
estranged because of his negotiating a truce with Mu'awiya.
Thousands were killed in the Battle of Nahrawan as well. (Tabari)
Mu'awiya the Governor of Syria, occupied Egypt and started a
guerilla war against Hazrat Ali's army. (Tabari).

[How could the Islamic Empire continue to thrive in spite of such
destructive civil wars?]

HAZRAT ALI'S ASSASSINATION:

Hazat Ali resolved to invade Mu'awiya in Damascus to end the
friction once and for all. He delivered a forceful sermon in the Kufah
mosque and obtained popular support. Alas! Not a week had passed
when on the 19th of Ramadhan, 40 AH, right in the middle of his
praying in the mosque, Abdur Rahman Ibn Maljam Muradi Al-Khariji
struck on his head with a sword steeped in poison. He succumbed to
the wounds on Ramadhan 21. [It is odd that Imam Ali, who was
supposed to be aware of each and every event, anywhere and at all
times up to the Doomsday, remained unaware of the impending
attack of Ibn Maljam! If that is assumed as a reconcilement with fate,
why did he exhort his forces to attack Damascus? Was he going to
maneuver bloodshed amongst Muslims? Was his assassin indeed a
Muslim named Abdur Rehman Ibni Muljim from the Khawarij and if
so, was it his individual act? Is it possible that he (Ali) fell to another
Magian plot? See in a later chapter]

Hazrat Ali was so fed up with his people that he had been harboring
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a death wish. He would say, "You have filled my heart with pus and
my chest with grief and exasperation.” ["The Lion of Allah" could not
have said this. He never was a despondent man]

e The Amir Ali used to say, "l wish that Mu'awiya takes ten men from
me and in return give me just one of his. It would be like exchanging
gold with silver.” (Nehjul Balagha, Irshad-e-Mufeed)

THE SPLITTING POISON:

e Amir Mu'awiya, through a conspiracy with Ja'dah, a wife of Imam
Hasan, had her administer him poison that split the Imam's liver into
pieces. Ja'dah was paid one hundred thousand dirhams and she was
promised marriage with Yazeed. (Irshad-e-Mufeed)

[There might be a poison that can split the liver into pieces but it defies
known medical science. According to Mahmood Ahmad Abbasi, Hazrat
Hasan had resigned from politics due to ill health and succumbed to
pulmonary tuberculosis]

FURTHER CALUMNY:

e Imam Husain sent a forceful letter to Mu'awiya and challenged him to
deny that he had taken a born slave, Ziyad bin Sumaiyya, as brother
(Kitab-e-Irshad). [Again, notice the false standards of slavery and
lineage! The Quran had categorically abolished slavery by declaring
that all humans are worthy of honor regardless of where they are
born]

e Mu'awiya poisoned Abdur Rahman, son of Hazrat Khalid bin Waleed
through his Jewish physician. That poison rent apart his belly (Kitab-
e-Isti'ab). [We do not know what poison would do that]

e (Before that) the chief aid to Hazrat Ali, Malik Ashtar had also been
killed by poisoning (Tabari). His tummy had also split asunder.

e Mu'awiya said to Imam Husain, "You are a lamb of sacrifice!”
(Nasikh-ut-Tawarikh = Eraser of All Histories)

e When Mu'awiya lost hope of any support from Aisha, he dug a pit
and she fell in that pit to her demise (Kitabei-Awail by Jalaluddin
Sayyuti).

e In 60 AH, after ruling for a full forty years, Amir Mu'awiya died at the
age of 78 or 85 (Tabari and Sa'ada). [A discrepancy of seven years is
nothing. Our smart historians can get away even with a century]

e Yazeed was a drunkard, lover of kebabs, and a drug addict. He wore
silk and played on the tambourine (Sa'ada). He used to dress up
monkeys as Ulama and made them dance.

e While proceeding to the Battle of Tabuk, the Prophet appointed Ali as
his deputy in Madinah. His companions became sure that he would
appoint Ali as his successor. So, they hatched a plot for killing the
Prophet. While he was on his way back from the Battle, 12 to 14 men
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advanced toward him and attempted to assassinate him. Hazrat
Umar was one of the assailants! He once swore to Hazeefa, “By God!
| am of the hypocrites.” (Meezanul E'tidal, by Imam Zahabi)

e Hazrat Umar stated, "When at the event of Ghadeer, the Rasool
announced Ali to be the Master (Mun Kuntu Maulahu Fa Ali-yu Maula)
a handsome, fragrant young man happened to be standing near me.
He told me that the Prophet had that day tied a knot that none but a
hypocrite would be able to undo.” The Rasool said to Janab-e-Thani
(the second Caliph) Hazrat Umar, "O Umar! This was Angel Gabriel.
You better be careful and never untie that knot." (Muwaddah, Syed
Hamadani).

[Dear reader! Such are the tales concocted in the mythology of religions.
Angels become fragrant young men, walk around and make miracles. For
committing sins, they are suspended in wells and their beloved beauties
are hung in the sky as Venice. Think of the Mullah commentaries of the
Quran relating to angels Haroot and Maroot]

e In Safar 11 A.H. a few days before he died, the Rasool, held back Ali
and commanded the trio of companions, i.e. Abu Bakr, Umar and
Uthman to leave Madinah and go away for fighting the Romans under
the command of Usama bin Zaid. He wanted them away in order to
prevent them from disputing the Caliphate of Ali. But, they did not
leave. (Al-Milil Wanabhil)

[What sort of company had the exalted Prophet selected? The Quran calls
him Al-Muzammil = The best selector of companions, and extols the
Sahaba in glorious terms]

THE PAPER EPISODE: In his last days the Rasool wanted to write down a
decree to save Muslims from straying. But the Number Two (Hazrat Umar)
barred him stating, Innarrajul liyahjur (This man is talking delirious).
Hasbuna Kitabullah (Allah’s Book is sufficient for us.) (Muslim, Masnad
Ahmad bin Hanbal etc)

[These very books claim that the companions were not present with the
Rasool at the time of his death. Then, they also say that after this so-called
Paper Episode, the Prophet lived three more days. Could he not write down
the decree later? Could he not give verbal command for others to write?
Why would he leave this Paper pending till the last days of his 22 plus
years old Mission as the Prophet?]

e If the companions did not refrain from making an attempt on the
Prophet’s life for personal ends, murdering his grandson was no big
deal for them. (Sa’ada)

e When the Prophet died, the companions abandoned his dead body
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and disappeared. They came back after three full days. Number one
(Hazrat Abu Bakr) too came back after three days and thus the
corpse remained without coffin and burial for three days. People
were busy pledging allegiance to Number One. (Tabari and Seera
Halabia)

[The son of the defeated Persia, Rustam's Zoroastrian son Tabari has
woven a yarn from which none of our historians has managed to break
loose. The Quran bestows laurels on Sahaba Kiraam in the most luminous
ways]

e The same Tabari writes, "Hazrat Umar accompanied by some others
came at the door of Hazrat Ali and Hazrat Fatima with firewood and
said, "Come out and pledge allegiance to Abu Bakr, otherwise | will
set your house on fire.”

[Such was the blinding magic of Tabari that Allama Shibli Nomani writes in
his 20th century book, Al-Farooq: Considering the fiery temperament of
Hazrat Umar, such behavior was not beyond him]

e Number One (Abu Bakr) arranged fire and firewood and Number Two
(Umar) carried this stuff. So, it is not surprising that Shimar raised
his sword against Imam Husain 50 years later.

INHERITANCE:

Mujtahid Muhammad Husain asserts, "It is a settled principle of Islamic
Shari'a that sons and daughters must inherit their father's property.” [He
has not made plain whether he is referring to the Mullah-made Shari‘a or it
is a Commandment from the Quran. The Quran is explicit on this subject.
Making a will is an obligation (2:180), and can be in benefaction of anyone,
whether someone of the kin, or not. The prescribed shares of relatives are
only from the estate leftover after distribution according to the will (if any
4:11).

e Syeda Fatima died of grief that her inheritance of the Garden of
Fadak was denied.

[Is not this assertion a grievous insult to the noble lady? Both Hazrat Ali
and Hazrat Fatima had been trained by the exalted Prophet and they were
above and beyond the petty cravings for wealth or power]

e Election of Hazrat Uthman was disastrous for Islam.” (Sa’ada)

[On the other hand, for centuries after the reign of Hazrat Uthman, Islam
advanced like atorrent that no one could hold back]
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e Imam Ibn-e-Taimiya, Mohyuddin lIbn Arabi, Mullah Ali Qari, Hafiz Ibn-
e-Hajar, Haji Makki, and Imam Ghazali et al have applauded the killing
of Imam Husain! (Sa'adah) [Isn’t it pathetic? Like all others, these big
names will be answerable for their doings]

e Imam Hasan had handed over his own Caliphate to Amir Mu'awiya
with the stipulation that after Imam Hasan the Caliphate would return
to Hasan's family. (Isti'aab) [What happened to the Quranic injunction
of Shurai.e. Mutual counsel?]

e Amir Mu'awiya used to be served a huge variety of dishes, more than
seventy at every meal time. He would exhaust himself of eating and
eating but his stomach never got filled. (Anwarul Lugha)

YAZEED, SON OF HAZRAT MU'AWIYA:
There was no consensus in the reign of Amir Mu'awiya. (Ibid)

[Yazeed, the second Bani Umayyad Caliph, was in fact nominated by the
SHURA Council and people confirmed their allegiance to him in Syria,
Palestine, Iraq, Makkah, Madinah, Egypt, Yemen and Faris (Iran), all
provinces that were close enough for communication through camels]

If the government is run without Shura (mutual counsel) and power is
transferred through inheritance, it would be a monarchy, not a caliphate.
[How could the caliphate run in Hazrat Ali's generations, then?]

e Yazeed son of Mu'awiya raised dogs, monkeys and leopards. He
used to wed his step-mothers and took his daughters and sisters in
marriage. He drank openly. At nights, surrounded by hoards of
thieves and robbers, he loved to listen to the tales of loot and
plunder. He used to dress up monkeys as the Ulama and then made
them dance. (Tareekhul Khulafa)

[Here, one speculates that the imagination of our historians has peaked out
but]

e Three days and nights in Hijrah 62, Yazeed ransacked Madinah. Ten
thousand people of Madinah were Kkilled and seven hundred
companions of the exalted Prophet were put to death. Hundreds of
women and three hundred virgins were dishonored. He had mules
and donkeys tied in Masjid-e-Nabvi. (Ibid) [Called as the Incidence of
Hurrah, Maududi happily includes this fabrication in his Khilaafat-o-
Mulukiat!]

e Imam Zahabi writes, "Due to Yazeed's evil doings, Allah did not
prolong his life and he died in 64 AH at the age of 30 and many of his
daughters were widowed at the ages of five and six. (Meezanul
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E'tidaal). No! He lived to be 38. (Tareekhul Khulafa)

[The assumption seems to be that dying young is a sign of vice and dying
old is a sign of virtue! The problem is that many Imams of the Athna Ashri
Shias died young. For example Imam Hasan Askari lived only up to age 28.
On the other hand Amir Mu'awiya was blessed with longevity]

e Mujtahid Muhammad Hussian, the author of Sa’ada expounds on the
authorities of Ahmad bin Hanbal, Syed Aloosi, Ibn-e-Jozi, Jalaluddin
Sayyuti, Qazi Shahabuddin, Imam Zahabi, and Mullah Abdul Hayee
Farangi Mahli: To keep cursing Yazeed is true worship. [But, the
Quran declares that those of old have passed on, and you shall not
even be questioned about what they used to do]

e Khilafah is not child's play, Khala ji ka ghar nahin. (Anwarul Lugha)
[So, why keep it confined in one family?]

e Our historian seems to forget the account he just rendered about
Yazeed's attack on Madinah. The Mujtahid now says on page 142,
"One thousand virgins were deflowered and every one of those girls
became pregnant. One thousand companions of the Rasool were put
to sword, seven hundred Qaris (reciters) of the Quran were
slaughtered, dogs and wolves were let loose in the Masjid Nabawi. Is
there any hope of Yazeed's salvation?” [Shouldn’t the Mullah be
more concerned about his own redemption?]

PRAYERS:
e The Mujtahid Muhammad Husain has penned a line to the effect:
Who would have said prayers if Husain had not sacrificed his head?

[Who indeed is 'saying prayers', Sunnis? - According to Muhaddith Al-
Jazairi, and some other Ulama, a Sunni's prayer is fornication! Tafseeril
Burhan, attributed to Imam Ja'far Sadiq. Shi‘as? - Well, according to Abdul
Qadir Jilani the prayer of a Shi‘a is idolatry. Ghuniatut Talibeen]

e Imam Husain took up his Jihad with the purpose of promoting virtue
and stopping evil. (Qumgam) Shah Abdul Aziz Muhaddith Dehlavi
writes that the insurrection by Imam Husain was for liberating the
masses from tyranny. The Mujtahid says that the Imam razed to the
ground the palace of Yazeed. [When did that happen? The actual
objective of Imam Husain's insurgency has remained a matter of
contention between our historians]

DESPAIR:
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It is narrated from Hazrat Ali in Amali Sheikh Suddooq, "I, Fatimah, Hasan
and Husain were with Allah's Messenger. Suddenly he looked at us and
started crying over the atrocities that we were destined to face." Hazrat Ali
broke down so much that tears started trickling down from his beard onto
his chest. [Neither the Messenger of Allah, nor the great Hazrat Ali was
such weakling as to break down in the fashion described. They were the
noble ones who, with resolution, character and valor changed the world
forever]

e Imam Hasan said, "A poison will be secretly sent to my martyrdom.”
(Addam'ah As-Sakiba) [The same book repeatedly asserts that
nothing remains hidden from an Imam]

e Imam Hasan told Imam Husain, "Blood will rain from the skies on
your slaying and everything in the universe will scream over the
tribulation. Even the beasts in the jungles and fish in the oceans will
be shedding tears. (lbid)

[If you can make today's enlightened generation drink this kind of Islam,
more power to you!]

e Nafsil Mahmoom, Aashir Bahaar and other books repeatly claim that
the calamities and tribulations were preordained for Imam Husain
and his household. [But, the Quran does not preach fatalism at all.
Layisa lil Insaani illa ma sa'aa (A human deserves that which he
strives for). Man determines his own destiny. And if we accept
predestination then the entire bustle and bother is pointless. Why
keep crying over the spilt milk?]

e Imam Husain said, "I have heard from my grandfather (the exalted
Prophet) that Khilafah is contraband for the seed of Abi Sufian."
(Aashir Bihaar and Malhuf) [According to the Quran, kinship and
ancestry carry no significance. The only criterion of superiority
among people is character. Hence, the Messenger of Allah could not
have said this]

e Before departing from Madinah, Husain saw a dream that made him
cry. He broke down crying at the grave of the exalted Messenger.
Then, he cried after meeting his kin. He prayed, "O Allah! Guide me
to the path that pleases You and Your Messenger. Then, he cried a
great deal. (Maqgtal Awalim, Aashir-ud-Damah) [Obvious
contradictions abound in these reports - Predestiny, Approval of
Allah and His Messenger, yet, Husain the son of the Lion of Allah
(Ali), breaking down in tears at each and every step! And that too
when Paradise, the venerated grandfather, parents and kith and kin
were awaiting him in there]

e Half-brother of Imam Husain, Muhammad bin Hanfia, did not
accompany him to Karbala from Madinah. The Imam took the
progeny of his paternal grandfather Abu Talib. This included the
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Imam's two sisters, Zainab and Umm Kulsoom, brothers and their
sons. For some unknown reason, none from the clan of Banu
Hashim except the descendants of Abu Talib accompanied him. 11
out of Hazrat Husain's 15 brothers stayed away.

THE POET LAMENTED:
Where was Madinah and where Karbala
The traveler of whence came whence

REMINDER: All criticism of the author in this book is directed to the
historians, and not at all to the honorable personalities of Islam - The
exalted Prophet, Sahaba Kiraam, Hazraat Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain, all
of whom inspire our reverence and respect.

(PART-08)

AFTER HUSAIN'S MARTYRDOM:

e There was convulsion in the universe. Dark storms raged.
Earthquakes rocked the whole of earth. Blood rained from the skies.
There was thunder all around. Darkness fell all over and stars
became visible in daytime. Total darkness lasted for three days.
Apparel and buildings became red with blood raining from skies.
Blood filled every pitcher and pot. Blood oozed out even when a
pebble was moved. (Aashir, Qumqgam, Tareekh Ibn Asakir, Sawaaiq)

e These books state that for three days, people around the world came
to think that end of the world had come. [However, such a huge
universal turbulence finds no mention in the histories of Rome,
Egypt, Greece, India and other countries]

e What you call the red of twilight was never seen before the
martyrdom of the Lord of Martyrs. The twilight is in fact the blood of
the Karbala martyrs. (Sawaaiq)

e When Husain was martyred Allah sent down seventy thousand
angels at Karbala who would keep on shrieking in grief until the
Doomsday. These facts prove that weeping and wailing over the
martyrdom of Husain and expressing grief and sorrow is a way of the
Almighty God. The Almighty God has been crying since that fateful
10th day of Muharram and will keep on crying. (Ghuniat-ut- Talibeen)
Imam Shehristani writes that Allah cried so much over Karbala that
His eyes became sore and angels came to Him asking about His
health. [So, God is not Almighty. He is a helpless God]

e To throw dust in one’s beard and on the head on 'Aashura, the 10th
day of Muharram, is a tradition of the exalted Prophet. (Tirmizi
Shareef, vol ii Pg 218, Delhi Edition). [It should be borne in mind that
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the exalted Prophet had passed on 50 years before the supposed
Karbala tragedy. Let us hear more from the historians writing three
to five centuries after the supposed events]

e The barbarians even stripped off the clothes on the holy body of
Imam Husain, the clothes that were already in tatters. The shirt was
stripped by Ishaq Hadhree, the trousers by Abjar Tameemi, the
turban by Akhnas Hazrami, shoes by Aswad bin Khalid, and the ring
by Bajad Al-Kalibi. He also cut off the finger while doing so. The
Imam's shawl was pulled by Qais bin Ash'ash. Umar bin Sa'd took
away the armor called Tabra and men from the 'Adoo tribe made
away with his sword. This was not the famous sword Zulfigar since
that happens to be with Imam Mahdi in occultation (Malhuf).

e All of the ten horse-riders who trampled Husain's corpse under the
hoofs, proved to be bastards by studies undertaken by Abu Umar
Zahid as recorded in Malhuf. [And this research took place five
hundred years later]

e After Imam's martyrdom, his horse toppled forty riders of the enemy
and trampled them to death. (Managib Shahr Ashob). No! The
charger reddened its forehead with Imam's blood and started
knocking its head on the earth until it died (Aashir Bahar). Sorry
again! The horse committed suicide in the Imam's grief by drowning
itself in the Euphrates (Nasikhut Tawareekh).

THE HOUSEHOLD:
e The poetignites the story-teller thus:

Cart away mementos of Ali and Batool
Drive away captives the family of Rasool

e Those left behind after Imam Husain, were the sick Imam Zainul
Abedin bin Husain, a few ladies in purdah, and some children. Those
who plundered goods from them met with a sorry fate. The man that
used the looted saffron got burnt. The henna became ashes and the
camel meat turned poison bitter.

e Imam Zainul Abedin was in captivity. Yet, through a miracle, he
personally led the funeral of his father. He became two persons, one
there and one here. (Rijal Kushi)

e Then, Imam Zainul Abedin moved a little dust from the grave-site. A
grave was found already well-prepared. The sick Imam lifted his
father’s body all by himself and lowered it into the grave. (Lil-
Maqgram)

THE SACRED HEAD:
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QUESTION: Where is the head of Imam Husain?
ANSWERS:

e Itis buried in Madinah. (Usool-e-Kafi, Tehzeebil Ahkam)

e Itis near the grave of Imam Hasan Mujtaba in Madinah. (Khulasat-ul-
Wafa)

e No! Itis somewhere else in Jannatul Bagee'. (Fatawa Qartabi)

e It was buried by the side of Ali the Emir in Najaf Ashraf. (Kaamil-uz-
Ziarah)

e No again. It is in the Riggah Mosque. (Abdullah bin Razzaq)

e The Prophet himself rose from his tomb and came from Madinah and
by way of a miracle, took away the head from Damascus to Madinah.
All other tales are false. (Qutub Rawindi)

e Impossible! The fact is that Yazeed paraded the head in many towns
for public view. People carried it from place to place until it ended up
in Asqalan. The chief of Asgalan buried it there.

e Wrong! Yazeed deposited the head in his treasury. When Sulaiman
bin Abdul Malik came to the throne, he learned of the head's
presence in the treasury. He saw the head radiant like polished
silver. After keeping it with him for some time, he wrapped it in a
shroud and got it buried with respects. [The time of this burial is
supposed to be 98 AH i.e. 37 years after the supposed event of
Karbala. The authors of Sawaa'iq and Tehzeeb recorded the events
from the treasury to burial centuries later]

e No, No! Umar bin Abdul Aziz buried the head in Karbala during his
reign in 100 AH. (Ibne Qayyim)

e Tehzeebul Ahkam records also that when Abbasids came to power in
130 AH (750 CE) they plundered Yazeed's treasury. A soldier caught
sight of a bag. When he untied the bag in an isolated field, he saw
the sacred head wrapped in silk. It had an Arabic writing on it, "This
is the head of Husain bin Ali." Secretly, the soldier dug the ground
with his sword and buried the head. [The soldier had secretly buried
the head but Ibn Hasan Toosi of Tehzeebil Ahkam got wind of it three
hundred years later. One may recall that the same author of the
Tahzeeb had mentioned Sulaiman bin Abdul Malik in this context]

e |bn Jozi rebuts all this. According to him, the Abbasid Caliph
Mansoor found the head in a locked box in the treasury of the
Umayyads. He buried it in Damascus.

e Sensing the abundance of the flying tales, another historian named
Magqraizi, flayed all other chroniclers, and brought forth his own
'research’. He writes that in the times of Crusades, for fear of the
Christians, the head was taken from Damascus to Asqgalan. It was
then dug up again on the 8th of Jamadiul Awwal, 548 AH and brought
to Cairo. The head gave off the fragrance of musk and was dripping
of fresh blood. That is where it was buried.
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THE ESSENCE OF NARRATIVES:

The Truth was beheaded in Karbala. Shimar's dagger cut off Imam
Husain's head. (Nafsil Mahmoom). [Earlier, it was said that the sacred
head was severed by twelve blows of Shimar's sword (Nafsil
Mahmum). If the Truth was beheaded, all sacrifice ended in vain]

The head of the Martyr in the Way of Allah was raised up high on a
spear. That was the moment that the truth was decapitated.
(Shaheed-e-Insaniat)

[If that is so, Muhammad Ali Jauhar is wrong in his poetry:

Husain's murder is indeed death to Yazeed
Islam gets revived after each Karbala]

Bibi Shahr Bano took her own life by jumping in the Euphrates
(Managqib, Ibn Shahr Ashob)

(Impossible)! Bibi Shahr Bano had died at the birth of Imam Zainul
Abedin. (Asrarush Shahadat)

According to Kitab-e-Asrar, Bibi Shar Bano rode away to Jabal-e-
Toos on the Imam's steed and her end remains one of the unsolved
mysteries of Nature. [But the Imam’'s steed had died too]

The caravan of the captives of Karbala consisted of a string of 40
camels carrying Fatima's progeny, some children and some women.
(Ashir Bahar)

Fatima Sughra bint Husain said to a man from Kufah, "Sit you like a
dog, the way your father used to!" (Malhuf) [The author of Malhuf is
presenting this as a specimen of Fatima Junior's eloquence]

Imam Zainul Abedin said to Ibn Ziyad, "No one dies without Allah's
Decree. My father also died by His Decree.” (Magatilut Taalibin) [With
such firm faith in Allah's will it would not befit him to wail in Ibn
Ziyad's court]

Imam Husain's head was being paraded in the streets of Kufah. The
head was constantly reciting the ayahs, "See that the matter of the
People of Kahf and Rageem was one of Our unique signs." The
audience spoke out, "O Son of the Prophet! Your case is even more
wondrous!" (Ashir Bahar)

EVERY CLAN WILL LONG FOR HUSAIN ... BUT

Imam Husain used to call us profanities. Imam Husain used to draw
his sword to slay us. (Bani Ziyad's taunt, Nasikhut Tawareekh)

When this destitute caravan was entering Syria, Yazeed was
watching the scene from the top of his castle in Jerone. A crow
cawed and Yazeed was delighted. He started humming a tune, "I
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have settled scores with the Prophet.” [Tabeen Najafi, the author of
Tazkiratul Khawas, hears this caw-caw five hundred years later]
Damascus was wearing a festive look that day (Qumgam). [How
could the Muslim masses celebrate the martyrdom of the exalted
Prophet's grandson?]

One of the fifty people who brought the Imam’s head from Kufah to
Damascus reported that they had a round of drinking around the
sacred head. One dark night it so happened, that the gates of the
heavens were flung open with thunder and lightning. All Messengers
from Adam to Muhammad descended, accompanied by Gabriel and
thousands of other angels. Gabriel lifted the sacred head, embraced
and kissed it. All other Messengers (124,000) then did the same.
Looking at the head of his grandson, the Prophet of Allah wept
profusely. Other Messengers helped him compose himself. (Nafsil
Mahmoom). [Angel Gabriel should have carried the head to the
heavens]

Ibn Jozi has written in his Tazkarah, "Five hundred years before the
birth of the Prophet, there was a verse etched on a stone in Siryani
language that there would be a people who slay Husain and yet hope
for intercession by his grandfather. [Ibn Jozi does not tell us who
saw the stone and where]

Near a mountain called Joshan, one of Husain’s wives suffered a
miscarriage. There were some people at work nearby. She requested
them some water to drink. They not only rejected her request but
spoke rudely. The lady cursed them. There was a red copper-mine in
that mountain. That mine suddenly exploded (Mo'jamil Baldan). [Why
could her curse not destroy the army of Ibn Ziyad?]

It is reported in Magqtalil Husain, "In the bazaars of Syria, the sacred
head of Husain went on counting beads of a rosary. It was calling
out, "My martyrdom and the mounting of my head on the spear is
more wonderous than the story of Dwellers of the Cave." [The
Mullah takes this yarn as strengthening the faith, whereas the
educated young make fun of their own religion when they hear such
irrationalities]

THE ROYAL COURT OF YAZEED:

On the command from Yazeed, a dining cloth was spread over the
sacred head. Yazeed indulged in a drinking spree along with his
friends. He placed the head in a platter of gold and placed a pillow on
it and spread chessboard over the pillow. When Yazeed would win
rounds of chess from his friends, he would drink three chalices of
liguor and would spill the froth near the sacred head. He kept on
repeating, "This is the revenge for Badr.” (Mun La Yahdhar)

Yazeed read out to Imam Zainul Abedin the verse from the Quran,
"The misfortune that befalls you is a consequence of your
misdeeds." "This ayah is not for us"”, said Imam Zainul Abedin.
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(Agqdul Fareed)

Yazeed asked, "What ayah has been revealed for you?" The Imam
replied, "All misfortunes that come to you are pre-ordained.” So we
are people who do not mourn our dead. (Tafseer Qummi) [Do we
notice the open contradiction here? For centuries, grieving and
mourning has indeed been an integral part of the lives of these
Mullahs and their followers. Is not the continued ‘'ceremonial’
weeping and wailing these books so often attribute to the family of
the exalted Prophet demeaning to his household? Isn't it against the
honored Imam's own injunctions? Is there another people in the
world that consider wailing and mourning an integral part of
worship?]

By Yazeed's orders the sacred head of Imam Husain was hung at the
gate of his palace and then, for forty days it remained perched on the
minaret of the Jama' Masjid (Nafsil Mahmoom). [Could the thousands
upon thousands of the Muslim masses idly witnes